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msizn, and that there would be no officer to take || that my resolution now under consideration re- | 


charge of the public deposits. 


[ rose in my place to suggest the propriety of | 
the Committee on Finance examining the subject, | 


and seeing whether, m particular places, and under || 


cicular circumstances, the public safety did not | 

yire them to consider whether it would not be 
nent to place the funds in banking institutions? | 
Now, sir, where is the error inall that? Instead 


of meeting the issue, instead of coming up and || 
gying that we can geta man by increasing the | 


glary to five thousand dollars, or, if that be not | 


sufficient, to ten thousand dollars, fora man com- | 


rent to take charge of the business, he makes | 
yo suggestion of the kind, but speaks of the pres- 
entexisting difficulty. When I ask the Commit- | 
eon Finance whether temporarily, under existing 


circumstances, in particular places, the public || 
geurity does not demand that this money should || 


be deposited in some banks or some place of secu- 

rity, he goes off on some of the old party issues. 
Sir, that was not the object I had in view in 

making these suggestions 


ere the public interest and the public funds. 
Now, where is the impropriety in all this? And 


[submit to him, notwithstanding his experience || 


in banking institutions, notwithstanding they have 
become so exceedingly unpofiular in his State, I 
venture the prediction that if he had a larger 
amount of money than he would desire to carry 
about his person, he would prefer depositing it in 
a bank rather than with an individual. Now, 
where isthe harm of the Government doing, under | 
existing circumstances, in New Orleans precisely 
what any wise man would do under the same cir- 
comstances? Why should this suggestion create 
dificulties? Why should it revive party questions 
on old issues? As I understand the present dif- 
fculty, in the event of this Congress adjourning 
without action on the subject, and the money be 
left without provision being made for its security, 
what would be said of the protection of the public 
interests? Now, I repeat, that it is the part of | 
wisdom, and of duty, if the public “money accu- 
mulates to the amount of one, two, or three mil- | 
lions, with nobody to take care of it, no bond to | 
protect it from the hands of individuals, to make 
some other arrangement. And shall we be di- 
verted from this duty by party issues, which are 
dead, and I hope buried? Certainly not. It is 
not my practice, nor my course, to create issues. 
Here is an immediate necessity, calling for imme- 


diate attention, and I merély suggested to the || 


Committee on Finance to make some provision to | 
meet temporary inconveniences. 


well, will lend my aid at all times to improve it, 
and to test its capacity for carrying on the finan- | 
cial operations of this Government. But the mo- 
ment I discover it is incompetent to discharge the-e 


high duties, I will abandon it, and go against it. 
Mr. HUNTER. The committee will doubtless 
consider whatever the Senate may submit to them | 
for their consideration; and not only that, but they | 
will receive with respect any suggestions which | 
individual Senators may make to them. But it | 
sens to me that, although the Senator from | 
orgia did not intend to raise this old party 
question, yet the suggestion he made could have 
no other tendency. How could we make a de- 
posit in a bank without at once departing from 
the sub-treasury system, and acknowledging that 
the policy which we believe has worked so well 
should be departed from? It will take much less | 
lime to improve the present system, and remedy | 
the evils that exist under it, than to make an entire 
change; and I have no doubt that a remedy may 
made with much lesa trouble than to undertake | 
: alter the whole system of finance; indeed, | | 
‘ve no doubt it may be so remedied that it will | 
work admirably, and 1 hope the Congress of the 


| 


nited States will be found willing to apply this 
remedy. It seems to me to be a small matter, and 


One that can easily be edied by legislating 
& particular bill. J Ue OR cee RC 


tr. WEBSTER. The Senate will observe 


52 


It was to lead to some || 
practical and beneficial result, with a view to se- || 


If the so called || 
“sub-treasury system” should be found to work | 


| spects simply the increase of the operations of the 
/mint. Ishould be very unwilling to be drawn 
into the discussion at this time of any of the ques- 
tions respecting the general financial operations of 
the country, modifications of the sub-treasury plan, 
| oranythingelse. Here isa present existing evil, 

of considerable magnitude, and easily remedied. 
| The law provides a remedy for it to a certain 
extent. One part of the proposition certainly, if 
it receives the sanction of the Government, can be 
adopted immediately, and that is to increase the 
quantity of coin in the mint to be exchanged for 
bullion. Another, at the suggestion of the hon- 


i 


'| orable member from North Carolina, is to estab- 


lish an office of assay in California; and it isa 
thing which can be done, and ought to be done 
without any considerable delay. But for the 
present I trust we shall confine our attention to 
the subject of coin, as that is the immediate ques- 
tion before us, and is one which I think requires 
timely action on the part of the Government. 

Mr. DOWNS. I certainly, Mr. President, had 
no intention of charging the gentleman from 
Georgia with unnecessarily bringing before the 
Senate the old question to which he referred; but 
I think he will, when he considers the matter, come 
to the conclusion that he has made a remark which 
was uncalled for. It is true, there has been diffi- 
| culties in the mint at New Orleans, but lam not 


|| Sure that they cannot be remedied, temporarily at 


least, without legislation. The Secretary of the 
Treasury had notice long ago that this officer of 
the mint intended to resign, and that if no successor 
was appointed he should close the office on the 
| last of March. 

Notwithstanding that, sir, no appointment was 
made until the time had expired. Of course some de- 
lay was necessarily incurred before the officer could 
qualify so as to fill his place. That appointment has 
been made some ten days or more. Other difficul- 
ties are in the way, which | think might have been 


hand that the person could not and would not give 
bond above a certain amount. There is a discre- 
tionary power resting with the Secretary of the 
Treasury to fix these bonds at a certain amount 
The whole delegation of Louisiana a few days ago 
recommended that, for temporary purposes, this 
amount should be reduced. That has not been 
done; the office of the treasurer of the mint is shut 
up, doubtless with a view to protect the public in- 


say it, thatthe mint is not now closed in conse- 
quence of the nature of the law, but in conse- 


Ido not throw any censure upon them; it is per- 
haps out of abundant caution; still the great 
| complaint which I get in letters is, that there is 
| want of action here. 

| Now, Mr. President, although I am not disposed 


| to be very suspicious, yet, laboring under feelings | 


_ of this kind, | must suppose, from the suggestion 
_ of the Senator from Georgia, that there was a dis- 
, position to abandon the sub-treasury aren and 
| return to the old system of banking. 

| the gentleman’s observations, however, | think 
| have been well answered by the Senator from 


| Virginia, [Mr. Hunter.] ‘The remedy which | 


propose is, that the salary of the officer shall be in- 
creased. This will not require a very large sum. 
Perhaps four or five thousand dollars would secure 
| the services of an officer who would discharge all 
| the duties of the office; that could easily be 
| adopted. 





| In the mean time I must say, and I regret to say 
_ it, that I do not consider the public funds safe in 
| New Orleans now, because there is no legal place 
| of deposit. But that is not the fault of the law; 
| 
mint had been appointed in due season, and then, 
| when it was found impracticable that he should 
give his bond in the way prescribed, the modifica- 
| tion had been made, the evil of a vacancy would 
have been remedied. But this was not done, and 
| as long as it was not done, and the evil exists, l 
| wish it to be understood that the evil lies here. 


terest; but still, sir, it must be said, and [ wish to | 


quence of the inaction of the Government here. | 


hat part of 


the fault lies elsewhere. If the subtreasurer of the | 





New Series.... No. 52. 
Mr. DAWSON. I decline to enter into any 
controversy on this subject; but it is said that the 
fault is somewhere, and it is implied that it is in 
the office of the Treasury. Now, there is one 
proposition suggested by way of a remedy. As 


| the amount of the deposits in the subtreasury at 


New Orleans increases, the Senator from Louisiana 
proposes to diminish the bonds. I thought that, 
as the amount increased, we should increase the 
security by bond; but here it is held as a charge 
against the Government that they have not dimin- 
ished the bond. Now, I submit, in propriety and 


| justice to all men and all parties, whether, if the 
| present Administration had diminished thac bond, 
| and there had been a failure or defaleation, it would 
| not have been said that the Administration bad 
| acted incorrectly, and that they ought to have 
| increased the bond, in their discretion, as the 


amount of deposits increased? What isa bond of 
450,000 for the sake of two and a half millions ? 
What is a bond of $200,000 to a deposit of 
$3,000,000, which is often found there? And yet 


| the fault is somewhere, because the bond was not 
'| diminished from $200,000 down, so as to induce 


| somebody to accept the office. 


The object of the 


| law is to secure the public funds. 


It is said that the fault is somewhere. Really 
it seems to me there is a great want of mag- 
nanimity and liberality toward this Government. 
It is said that this Government was notified that 
the incumbent of that office, the subtreasurer in 
the city of New Orleans, would absolutely resign 
from and after the last day of March, and that 
there must be a new appointment by the Gov- 
ernment, but that it was not made. Now, sir, 


| before we make charges calculated to impute a 


want of energy or a want of attention to public 
duties by the public agents, whether the Presi- 
dent or others, we ought to understand precisely 


| the condition and the grounds upon which we are 
‘acting. The President of the United States made 


removed. The Government was assured before- | 


the nomination about the middle of March,-and 
sent it to us for confirmation. Whose fault was 
it, then, that the nomination of the President 
was not taken up and acted upon in time? He has 


| discharged hisduty. The fault is here with us. 


Mr. DOWNS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to state that | did not know when the nomination 


| was sentin. As soon as it was mentioned to me 


by the chairman of the Committee on Finance, I 

took the first moment that | could to urge that 

it be taken up. , 
Mr. DAWSON. I have no doubt the Presi- 


| dent discharged his duty with ability and pro- 


| priety. All that I claim is that justice should be 
done to others as well as to him. The nomina- 
tion was sent in about the 15th of March, and was 
| not taken up till the 10th of April; and yet the 


|| fault is somewhere, and it must go before the 


_ country that this Administration did not take meas- 
| ures to fill the vacancy, and is censurable in the 
| judgment of the people, when the Chief Magis- 


| trate has not only discharged his duty expedi- 
| 


tiously, but remarkably so, and the fault is with 


| us; with which part of us it is not for me to say. 
| All I want is to have the world know what we 


are at; and when we go wrong, whether it be my 
party or the other, let the world and our con- 
stituency understand it; and when we act right, 
| let justice be done, whether the action be that of 
| Whigs or Democrats. " 

“One word further. The President has, we 
know, a heart that is honest, a resolution that is 
firm, and a patriotism that urges him nobly to the 
discharge of every duty incumbent upon him, to 
| the best of his powers and ability; and when we 
| undertake to censure him, we ought to look care- 





|| fully, because when an honest man like him, sim- 


| 


|| ple and unadulterated by the influence of party, 


which we have all acted under for years, acts, he 
will act right, and will discharge his duty when 
he knows there is a duty to be performed. __ 

He has done his duty here, and in due time; 


‘| and when it is said the fault is somewhere, let us 


take it to ourselves; for the fault is in this body. 
| Let not the Executive be blamed; and lam sure 
| that the Senator from Louisiana, if he understood 


sa 








818 





the case, would be the last man to 


all the facts in 


drawn any supposition unfavorable to the conduct 
of the Executive. 

Mr. DOWNS. Iam not disposed to be criti- 
cal; but it seems to me the course of the Senator 
from Georgia verifies the scriptural assertion, that 
“the wicked flee when no man pursueth.” I 
have not been pursuing the President. I believe 
everything the Senator from Georgia says of the 

urity, firmness, and integrity of the President. 
P did not make the remarks that I have with a 
view of attacking anybody; but gentlemen must 
recollect that this is a matter in which my conatit- 
vents have a particular interest, and one that they 
are daily calling on me to try to remedy, and I have 
been exerting myself, not in a spirit of opposition 





and fault-finding, but in a way to remedy the evil || 


if possible. I and the other members of the dele 


gation from my State have advised—though they 
may have stepped out of their way in advising this | 
particular course—but they have, I believe, ad- | 
i} therein, the doors were reopened, and the Senate 


made; and they believe that this is the only way || 


vised thata reduction of these bonds should be 


to remedy the evil. 


Mr. President, I hope the gentleman will not | 


consider me as making any attack on the Admin- 
istration. I thought I] was proceeding in the most 
conciliatory way in the whole transaction. 
self and others who have been appealed to, have 
been trying to act in concert in removing this evil; 


but it has not been removed, and I choose to let | 


the public know how it stands. It is not my fault. 


The gentleman says it would be acting improperly | 


to diminish the bond at this time. I think it is 
not a question of the diminution of the bond, but 
it is a question whether there shall be any bond at 
all or not; for, as the law now stands with respect 


to the collector, the amount of the bond does not || 


cover the large amounts received by him in New || ; |! 
|| ‘respondents of newspapers ; their salaries, and what papers 


|| ¢they edit or write for,” be also instructad to iuquire and 


Orleans. The collector has now no place of de- 
posit for the amount received by him, and he must 
keep it, while he gives no bond for ita security. 
The question is not whether a bond of $50,000 is 
sufficient, but whether it is not better to have that 
than none atall. I think itis better to have the 
public interest covered by a bond of $50,000 than 
not to have any, as the case now stands. I be- 
lieve the bond can be increased, and if a provision 
were made so as not to require joint and several 


press this upon the department. 

I do not know exactly the day when the nomi- 
nation for this office was sent in by the President, 
but that gentleman knows, and all the Senate 


know, that there never has been a delay here when | 
any emergency required immediate action; but all | 


nominations have been acted upon at the earliest 
possible day. I repeat again, that when this nom- 
ination was mentioned to me it was called up on 


the first succeeding day when there was an Execu- | 
If the nomination was sent in as | 
early as the gentleman says—the Executive De- 


tive session. 


artment knowing the emergency, and the mem- 
eee of Congress not knowing it—if the least inti- 
mation had been made to us that the nomination 
had been sent in, I should have moved for imme- 
diate action, and I have no doubt every member 
would have been ready to act upon it at once. 
None of the delegates from my State were aware 
of it till some days had elapsed after the nomina- 
tion was made. 1 was perfectly correct, then, in 
my remark, which I made in no spirit of censure, 
and I believe the Secretary of the Treasury had a 
correct view of the matter. 
which I did because I wished to have the subject 
known precisely as it is. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask the Senate to take up 
and dispose of a bill, which stands as No. 23 on 
the calendar, entitled a bill granting the right of 
way, and making a donation of land to the State 
of Iilinois, in aid of the construction of the Cen- 
tral Railroad. It is a bil which has heretofore 
passed this branch of Congress; and | therefore 
apprehend it will not consume more than a few 
minutes of the time of the Senate. 

Mr.MANGUM. My experience in legislation 
has taught me, thatit facilitates business by taking 
up the bills in the order in which they are found 
on the calendar. I hope, therefore, that this mo- 
tien will not prevail. 


My- | 
i| INVESTIGATION——-SECRETARY EWING. 


I made the remarks | 


|| Mr. DOUGLAS. Will the Senator permit me 


|| engaged the attention of the Senate, it will not con- 
|| sume much of its time. I should be glad if the 
|| Senator would withdraw his objection. 

‘|| Mr. MANGUM. I withdraw my objection. 

|} Mr. RUSK. I dislike very much to object, but 


|| it has become absolutely necessary, before any- 


; 


| 
| 


| 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





on Military Affairs, by Mr. 
indulge in any remarks from which there might be H to repeat, that inasmuch as this subject has already | a acidemia to the ca of ae 


| not been discharged for delinquency of 











— 


_ April 25, 


give Such 


| bounty lands and extra pay to the soldiern 


Mexican war, as will enable all those whe = 
‘ave 


| ce:ve such bounty land and extra pay. duty to re. 


| The state of the question was this: 
A motion had been made by the gentle 


|| thing else is done, that some provision should be || Ohio, [Mr. Vixron,} to refer the said ela y from 
| made for the execution of the printing of the || tion to the Committee of the Whole on ee ae 
Senate. ‘| of the Union. * state 
Mr. BADGER. That is right. And on that motion the gentleman from Ton 


be our first business. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. If there isa general desire 
|| in the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 


| that business, I will withdraw my motion. 


' 


| 
| Mr. RUSK. 


|| Senate should proceed to the consideration of some 


Executive business. I make that motion. 


| of Executive business, and after some time spent 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, “April 25, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. STANLY rose, and said that he asked 


| resolution in reference to the select committee 
| heretofore appointed under the resolution of the 
| gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson. ] 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the select committeé appointed on the 
motion of the gentleman from Lilinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,] 


| ‘ment of Thomas Ewing, Secretary of the Luterior, are cor- 





| report to this House “what persons holding office under 
| the last Administration, as clerks in any of the public offices, 


| 
| auditors, heads of bureaus, Commissioner of Patents, or | 
| Assistant Postmaster General, were correspondents of news- || 
| papers, wrote for or edited newspapers; their salaries and |! 


| compensation for the same; and who, in particular, was the 
author of certain party essays signed * Bundiecund,’ and 
what office he then held. 

And also, whether, during the last canvass for the Pres- 


|| from their offices and official duties to make speeches and | 
securities, | think it can be increased to any desir- | 
able or necessary extent; but it cannot be done as | 


the law now stands, and I have been trying to im- || subscribe or pay money for an electioneering fund agaiust 


| public addresses against the election of General Taylor. 
And also, whether the above-named officers, or any of 
them, during said canvass, were called upon or required to 


General Taylor, and at whose instance this was done. 
The resolution having been read— 


remarking that he was opposed to the reception of 
|| any such trash. 

Mr. STANLY. The objection comes with a 
|| good grace from the party who professed to be 
anxious for investigation. This objection proves 
that they are opposed to a fair investigation. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I object to any such trash 
from that quarter. 
‘|| Mr. STANLY. If it is ‘trash,’ it is such 
|| matter as the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
|| JOHNSON] can appreciate. 
Mr. KAUFMAN rose, he said, to make an in- 


quiry. 








|| jected to on a former occasion by the gentleman 
| from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss?] 
\| Mr. STANLY. No; itis not the same. 
1 The SPEAKER, (interposing.) Objection hav- 
|| ing been made, the resolution is out of order, and 
all remarks in relation to it are out of order. 
Mr. OUTLAW rose and addressed the Chair. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, (to the Speaker.) Will 
| the Speaker be so good as to state what is the 
ular order of business? . 


| 








he SPEAKER stated that the regular order of 


business of the morning hour, was the joint reso- 
lution reported yesterday from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, giving construction to certain 
pension laws. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Well, I am opposed 
to this one-man power, but I want to see it exer- 
cised until the rules of the House shall have been 
made what they ought to be. 


PENSIONS. 


The SPEAKER then announced the regular 
business of the morning hour, being the joint res- 
olution reported yesterday from the Committee 


idency, any of the above-named officers absented themselves | 


i 


| 


| 


| 





the unanimous consent of the House to offer a | 


|, question. 


|| . Pending which motion the 


Mr. FOOTE. It is very necessary that the |; on the demand for the previous question, 
tt 
ey vious question, if sustained, would be to 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration || House to a vote, first, 
| joint resolution to the Committee of the 
} 


| 
| 


It seems to me that that should | nessee [Mr. Ewine] had demanded the Previou 
3 


House had 
, the special order of the day. Ad passed to 
| And the question now recurred, and was rated 


The SPEAKER stated that the effect of the pre- 


bring the 
on the motion to refer the 


' Whole 
the state of the Union, and, failing that inétion. 


|| on the engrossment of the resolution. 


The question was then taken on the demand for 


| the previous question, and there was a second 


And the main question (being first on the refer. 


| ence of the resolution to the Committee of the 


W hole on the state of the Union) was ordered tp 
be now taken. 

After a brief conversation between Mr. Ewryg 
and the Speaker— 

The question was put to the House. 

Mr. ROOT called for tellers. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays, which 


|| were ordered. 2 


to inquire and report ** what persons in office, by appoint- || 





| 


j 


| 


| 


| 








Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose and objected, || 








He desired to be informed whether this I 
was not the same resolution which had been ob- | 


Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the resoly. 
tion; which was again read. 
Mr. BROOKS desired to be informed by the 


| Speaker, whether the resolution had been printed? 


The SPEAKER said, the resolution had been 


|| reported yesterday, and had not been printed. 


Mr. BROOKS inquired, whether there was any 
reportaccompanying the resolution, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs ? 

The SPEAKER said, there was no report. 

Mr. BROOKS addressed a further inquiry to the 
Chair, which was not heard by the reporter, but 
which was understood to be, whether an amend- 
ment would be in order? 

The SPEAKER said, no amendment would now 
be in order, because the previous question had 
been ordered. 
| ‘The question, ‘* Shall this joint resolution be re- 
| ferred to the Committee of the While on the state 
| of the Union,” was then taken and decided in the 
| affirmative—yeas 105, nays 58; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Averett, 
| Baker, Bayly, Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Booth, Bowlin, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Burt, ©. Butler, 

T. B. Buatier, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
| Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Conger, 
Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Diekey, Dixon, Doty, 
| Dunham, Durkee, Featherston, Fowler, Freedley, Gerry, 
| Giddings, Goodenow, Gould, Halloway, Hammond, Hay- 
mond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, 
3. W. Jackson, W. T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Kau/man, 
Kerr, D. P. King, G. G. King, James G. King, J. A. King, 
P. King, Leffler, Mason, Matteson, McDowell, McKis- 
sock, McLanahan, MeWillie, Millson, Moore, Morehead, 
Morton, Nelson, Orr, Otis, Peck, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Spr ue, A. H. Stephens, 
| Strong, Taylor, Thurman, ‘Toombs, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, White, Wiidrick, Wilson, Winthrop, and Wood- 
| ward—105. 
| .NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bissell, Bowdon, 
| Boyd, W. J. Brown, Jos. Cable, Dimick, Disney, Dunham, 
A. Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Hall, Haimiiton, Haralson, Harian, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Hoagland, Holliday, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Jones, La Sere, 
Littlefield, Job Mann, McCiernand, McDonald, Robert ™. 
McLane, McQueen, Miller, Morse, Olds, Peaslee, Phelps, 
Potter, Powell, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Fred. P. Stanton, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jas. Thompson, 
J, B. eras William Thompson, Waiden, Wailace, 
Watkins, eliborn, Wentworth, Williams, and W 

So the resolution was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded with the call of 
the committees for reports, commencing where the 
call had been yesterday suspended, with the Cour 
mittee on Military Affairs. ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON from the Committee 08 
Military Affairs,to which was referred the petition 
of the citizens of Cumberland county, Pennsy!va- 
nia, and officers of the ten additional regimen’ 
who served in Mexico, reported a bill to amend 
the act entitled ** An act to provide for the pay: 


ment of horses and other property lost or de 








ern 











* a inthe military service of the United States,” 
voyed mt March 34, 1849; which was read a first 
— second time b 
° mmittee of the hole House on the State of 
- Union, and ordered to be printed. 

7 Mr. R. also, from the same committee, to which 
vas referred the petition of Wm. H. Hubbard, re- 
- bill for the relief of the Virginia Woollen 
Companys which was read a first and second time 
py its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and with the report accompanying, ordered 
io be printed. , ' 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, made an adverse report on the peti- 
‘ion of Wm. H. Ker; which was ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the re- 
iief of William Speiden; which was read a first and 
econd time by its title, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a joint resolu- 
tion to authorize the President of the United 
States to accept and attach to the navy the two 
vessels offered by Mr. Henry Grinnell, of New 
York, to be sentto the Arctic seas in search of Sir 
John Franklin and his companions. 

The joint resolution was read a first time by its 


ported a 


title. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, rose and ob- 
iected. 

“Mr. BAYLY. I move that the resolution be 
relerred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has not yet 
been read a second time. The gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] proposes that this joint 
resolution be now put upon its engrossment. The 
resolution will therefore be read through. 

And the joint resolution having been read— 

Mr. STANTON said he desired to say one 
wordin relation toit. It wasthis: If these vessels 
were to be placed under the control of the rules 
and regulations of the naval service of the United 
Siates, (which was the principal object of the reso- 
lution,) it was important that the resolution should 
be passed immediately, because the vessels were 
to put to sea in a few days. 

Mr. JONES (interposing) desired, he said, to 
be informed what amount was to be paid for these 
vessels when they returned ? 

Mr. STANTON. In reply to the question of 
my colleague I will state, that nothing is to be paid 
for the vessels, either before or after their return. 
The character of the gentleman who proposes to 
send out the expedition, and the circumstances 
under which the proposition is made to the Gov- 
ernment, are certainly such as should convince 
every liberal-minded man that no such claim will 
ever be made. But I have no objection that an 
amendment to that effect should be inserted in the 
resolution. The only expense to which the Gov- 
eroment will be subjected, if any, will arise from 
furnishin@about thirty seamen, and a few officers 
pm we the navy, who have already volun- 
teered to go on this service. The resolution will 
add nothing to the appropriations; it will add noth- 
ing to the number of men in the service. It will 
merely thke a portion of the present force which 
'$ Not necessary for any other purpose. 

_ Mr. BAYLY said, that before he took his seat 
it was his intention to move that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. If this Government (con- 
tinued Mr. B.) is to embark in a wild-goose chase 
of this description, let itdo so in a proper manner. 

Several Voices. Call for the yeas and nays on 
your motion. 

Mr. BAYLY, (continuing.) I say, that if we 
must embark in a wild-goose chase, such as is here 
contemplated, let us do it in a way becoming the 
nation, and not by mixing ourselves up with these 
co enterprises. I move that the resolution be 

id upon the table. 

Mr. BROOKS appealed to the gentleman from 

gina [Mr. Barty] to withdraw the motion, 
‘0 enable him (Mr. B.) to say a very few words. 

Mr. BAYLY hesitated. 

Mr. BROOKS said, he hoped the gentleman 
would withdraw the motion. 

_Mr. BAYLY said, his friends around him in- 
sisted on his adhering to it. 





| 
| 
| 





| been once read, but that if no objection was 


the motion that the resolution be laid upon the 
| table; which were ordered. 


| 
| olution. 
| The SPEAKER said that the resolution had | 





Mr. BROOKS. Does the gentleman withdraw 
e motion ? 

Mr. BAYLY declined to withdraw. 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays on 





Mr. FULLER called for the reading of the rea- 


made it would be read again. If objection was | 


made, the question must be put to the House. 
Was there any objection ? 

Mr. McLANE said, the resolution had been 
read, and he objected. 

So the question was put to the House, and hav- 
ing been decided in the negative, 

The resolution was not again read. 
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its title, and referred to the || 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 


| with you al 


The question, ‘Shall this resolution be laid upon | 


the table ?’’ waa then taken, and decided in the neg- 
gative—yeas 70, nays 99; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alhertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, | 


| William J. Brown, Joseph Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, | 


Coleock, Disney, Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gorman, Hail, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, | 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, | 
Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, | 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johuson, Jones, Preston King, | 
Leffler, Littlefield, Mason, McClernand, McDonald, Me- | 
Dowell, Miller, Millson, Olds, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, | 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson J. B. Thompson, William Thompson, Toombs, | 
Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wildrick, and Wood—70. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alston, Baker, Bennett, Bocock, | 


Butler, ‘I’. B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, | 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, 
Duer, Dunean, Durkee, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, | 
Goodenow, Gould, Halloway, Harlan, Havmoud, Hebard, 
Henry, Hoagland, Howe, Inge, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. 
King, George G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Job Mann, | 
Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, McLanahan, Robert M. | 
MeLane, McQueen, MeWillie, Moore, Morehead, Morse, | 
Morton, Nelson, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Scher- | 


| 

Booth, Bowdon, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Chester } 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| of national duty are as exalted as his, stand ready, 


I doubt not, to contribute more money, more 
means, if desired; but there is asked of you only 


| what no money can give—no liberality, ever so 


princely, can contribute—and that is, the protec- 


| tion of your flag—the discipline of your navy. 


While other nations are sending out their expedi- 
tions to this continent, to rescue a gallant British 
sailor and his crew from the horrors of Arctic 
starvation, their feelings are warmed up, their 
ideas of American honor are aroused, and they 
stand ready, I doubt not, to open their purses as 
freely as water runs, if necessary; but they can 
do nvthing well—they can do nothing satisfacto- 
rily and surely—without your coéperation; and 
for that co6peration, Mr. Grinnell offers to share 

P'the honor and glory. Will you re- 
fuse it? Can you look other nations in the face 
if you do, and let them have all the honor of ex- 


|| ploring even your own North American continent? 
|| But, says the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 


| Bayty,] ‘‘its all, or only, a wild-goose chase !”’ 
Bingham, Bissell, Bowlin, Boyd, Breek, Albert G. Brown, || 


|| sailors from starvation. 


merhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, || 


Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, | 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, | 
White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—99. | 
So the House decided that the resolutiou should 
not be laid upon the table. 
Mr. BROOKS then obtained the floor. He said | 


he desired to say a very few words in explanaiton || 


of these resolutions, and he would be very brief, | 
The object of this expedition was not to obtain 
money from the Government, as had been insinu- 
ated 

Several Members. 





Not now! not now! 


| 
| 


| 
| 


\* 
i} 


i 
} 


Mr. BROOKS, No, not now, nor hereafter. || 
The projector of the expedition, (Mr. Henry || 


Grinnell,) impelled by the highest impulses that | 
could move a man, proposed to fit out two vessels, | 
costing, as he understood, some $30,000 and over, 
and to fit them out at his own expense, asking | 
of the Government nothing, save that it extend | 
over them the protection of its flag, and give them | 
the discipline of its navy. No money was asked | 
for now, and Mr. Grinnell was not the man who, | 


| 


|| of this expedition. 


| 


while contributing thus liberally for a philan- || 


thropic and national object, would ask anything of | 
Congress hereafter. 

gress now, with the protection and sanction of its | 
flag, was the discipline of its navy. It was felt and | 
known, that a private vessel, with sailors enlisted | 


hat was wanted of Con- | 


| 
j 
} 


Well, it may be. It may be, and perhaps is; but 
I do not know by what wonderful foreknowledge, 
by whatamazing second sight; or by what astonish- 
ing power of divination, the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia has come to this sudden conclusion. To ascer- 
tain and settle whether there is, or is not, a south- 
west passage, has been a problem all mankind has 
been trying to solve for a century; but if the gen- 
tleman from Virginia is all right, and it is **a wild 
goose chase,” why, the problem is solved, and 
there is no use totalk and write any more about 
it, unless it is worth the while, for the sake of 
humanity, to rescue Sir John Franklin and his 
1 am afraid, however, 
that all mankind, and especially that portion whom 
I represent, will not acquiesce in the judgement of 
the gentleman from Virginia, and will be as earn- 
eat as ever to solve the problem, and to rescue the 
officers and sailors in the Arctic sea. But if this 
is ‘a wild-goose chase,’’ what was the Dead sea 
expedition ?>—which was far from our own conti- 
nent; and which had no useful, no humane, no 
charitable purpose; but which, nevertheless, grati- 
fied and satisfied every reader of the Bible, every 
student of Christian topography, and which high- 
ly honored the country; or what was the explor- 
ing expedition? But this isan expedition which 
humanity invokes, which science calls for, which 
continental pride demands from you, and you 
alone of all other nations, and an expedition that 


| costs you nothing, save the honor of your flag, 
| and the aid of the discipline of your navy. | 


should blush, if I did not see by the vote just giv- 
en, that your aid would not be refused. 

Mr. B. having concluded— 

Mr. SAVAGE said he was not willing that gen- 
tlemen from New York should have all the honor 
He desired to offer an amend- 
ment, which he would send to the Clerk’s table. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That, in consideration of the aid granted by this 
resolution, the expedition be required to visit Round fs- 


land,” in the Gulf of Mexico, and report what has become 
of the persons lately assembled there. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose and 
addressed an inquiry, or a remark, to the Chair, 
of which nothing could be heard by the reporter. 
But he was understood to indicate hia intention to 
offer a resolution to terminate all debate in Com- 


only under our mercantile laws, as for the mer- | mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
cantile marine, could not have that discipline on’|| the census bill, to-morrow at two o’clock. 


board—that salutary and efficient government, | 


which might be necessary in high northern lati- | 


tudes, under the most trying circumstances in 
which human beings might be placed. To pre- 
vent mutiny—to enforce law—to compel, if neczs- 


Mr. WINTHROP rose to a point of order, 
which, he was understood to say, he was afraid 


| might be overlooked, on the amendment of the 


'| gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Savace,] by the 
|| privileged motion offered by the gentleman from 


sary, self-sacrifice—the discipline and government || Pennsylvania, [Mr. Tuompson.) 


of the navy were wanted; and it was unwise, if 
not unsafe, to send two vessels to the Arctic seas 
for the pu 
cipline of the mercantile marine to govern them. 
The distinguished merchant, the starter of this 
expedition, who so generously—nay, so gloriously 
—opened his own purse-strings, and who was 


doing for his country what his country ought to | 


do for itself, had no dishonorable nor selfish pur- 
poses to gratify, ‘* now nor hereafter.” He comes 
to you, and offers to share with you all the glory 
and honor of this expedition; and all he asks in 
return is, the discipline, the aid of your navy. 
The princely merchants of New York, whose 
hearts are as liberal as his, and whose conceptions 


conte wplated, with only the dis- | 


i 
1} 
1) 
| 
| 
i] 
i 
| 


The point of order was, that the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee was not in order, 
because the subject-matter was different from that 
of the original resolation; theamend ment proposing 
to go in search of an expedition against the Island 
of Cuba, and the original resolution proposing to 
fit out an expedition to the Arctic seas on an en- 
tirely different mission. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not consider 
that the amendment of the gentleman from ‘Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Savace] has yet been entertained. 
It was only reported to the House. The gentie- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Tuompson) then 
rose toa privileged question, relating to the San 
order of the day. In the opinion of the ir, 














when the consideration of the subject before the 
House shall be resumed, the point of order raised 
by the gentieman from Massachusetts [Mr. Win- 
ruror} on the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, will come up for decision. 

Mr. WINTHROP acquiesced, remarking that 
he desired that the point of order should be noted. 
THE CENSUS BILL. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, then of- 
fered a resolution in the usual terms, providing 
that all debate in Committee of the Whole on the 
sinte of the Union, on the bill providing for the 
taking of the seventh census, or enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States, should terminate 
ut two o’clock to-morrow, &c.; and that the com- 
miitee should then proceed to vote on all amend- 
ments pending or that might be offered. 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Speaker whether 
this resolution was in order while another motion 
was pending? He did not think that it was 
in accordance with the rules or practice of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion now 
made was a privileged question connected with the 


in order. 
The resolution having been read— 


Mr. VINTON moved to amend it by striking | 


out to-morrow and inserting Tuesday next. The 
debate, so far, (Mr. V. said,) hud been con- 


fined to the legitimate subject-matter of the bill, | 


and so long as it continued to be so, he did not 
think that an order to arrest it should be made. 
If the debate should wander from the bill, the case 
would be different. 

Mr. JONES inquired of the Chair, whether 
the order of the House making this bill the special 
order of the day for yesterday, and for each 
succeeding day until disposed of, did not except 
Fridays and Saturdays, being private bill days. 

The SPEAKER. No days were excepted. 

Addressing Mr. Vinton, the Speaker said: 
Ths Chair understands the gentleman from Ohio 
to move to strike out from the resolution the 
words ** to-morrow at two o’clock,’’ and insert 
‘*Tuesday at two o’clock.”’ 

Mr. VINTON. Well, sir, that was my motion, 
but I will first move that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


Bet, TO MPs OL. Sere, maven || He had been much startled yesterday by the | 


that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 

Mr. BAYLY appealed to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Tompson] to waive the mo- 
tion to eo inte committee, for afew moments. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would do so if the 
gentleman would renew it, 

Mr. BAYLY said he would do so. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, he would withdraw the 
motion, 


The SPEAKER said that the motion of the | 


gentieman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THompson] 


took precedence in the business of the House by | 


reason of its privileged character, and that no 
other question could be entertained except by 
the unanimous consent of the House. 

Mr. BAYLY said that his object in requesting 
the gentieman from Pennsylvania to withdraw his 
motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, was that he (Mr. B ) might 
have an opportunity of saying a few words in re- 


ply to the ebservations which had fallen from the || poses todo much more than this. There could | 
| 


gentieman from New York, [Mr. Brooks. } 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman’s object will 
not be accomplished, because if the motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union should be withdrawn, the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Savage] would then be entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY. Then, at the instance of the 
gentleman from ee who withdrew the 
motion at my request, I move that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, requested the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayty] to withdraw 
the motion to allow him (Mr. C.) to make a report 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs. He asked 
the courtesy at this time (he said) because he 


ee 





would necessarily be absent from this city for 
some days. But for this necessity he would not 
| intrude himself upon the House by asking the 


i 


into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union should be withdrawn, the gentleman from 


the report by the unanimous consent of the House. 
bjection was made. ; 
So the report was not received. 


| favor. 
THE CENSUS. 


|| The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
| the motion of Mr. Bayry, and decided in the af- 
| firmative, without a division. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 


the census of the United States.” 
Mr. ROOT rose and said he desired to oceupy 


details of this bill. They had been already ar- 
|| ranged by a Census Board acting under the au- 
thority of the law passed by the last Congress. 
That board had given much time and attention to 
the consideration of the subject, and had there- 
fore been able to act more understandingly in the 
arrangement of these details than we can be ex- 
pected to do pending the discussion of the bill in 
this House. ‘The subject had not only been sub- 


take 1o say whether the details of the bill were 


be submitted which would command his’assent. 


| which had been reported by the Committee on the 


| appeared to him to be all calculated to acquire 





|| would not take it upon himself to say. For the 


| present he would pass that matter over, and con- 


|! of the bill. 


|| suggestions thrown out by the genileman from 
|| Ohio (Mr. Mitier] and the gentleman from 
|, Georgia, [Mr. Srepuens,| and which seemed to 


that Congress has no authority under the Consti- 
| tution to call for the information required by this 


|, an enumeration of the inhabitants. He admitted 
that the second and the ninth sections of the Con- 
stitution enjoined the duty on Congress to make 








/tion. And for what purpose was this duty im- 

| posed on Congress? It was for the purpose of 

| supplying a basis for representation and for the 

| levying of taxes. It was made the duty of Con- 
gress to make the enumeraticn for this purpose. 

| Now he was ready to admit that this bill pro- 


| be no dispute as to that. As a matter of conve- 
|| nience, these statistical subjects were connected 
|, with the duty of making the enumeration. We 
| have sufficient authority to call for this informa- 
tion, and we might obtain it by proceeding in a 
different mode. Itis merely for convenience that the 
| two subjects are embraced and united in the same 
| same time, and by the same person. While en- 
} gaged in seeking the enumeration of the inhab- 
itants, he can with greater facility obtain the 
| statistical facts which are required by the bill. He 


admitted, that under the clause of the Constitu- || 


tion which had been referred to, Congress was 
not required to call for any other statistics than a 
mere enumeration of the inhabitants. But we 
have full authority from the Constitution to do 


‘The SPEAKER said that if the motion to go | 


Florida [Mr. Casexr] could then only introduce | 


| Tuompson, of Mississippi, in the chair,) and re- | 
sumed the consideration of the bill from the Sen- | 


ate entitled “An act to provide for the taking of H is said, because it is not put down in specific 


jected to the consideration of the Census Board, | 
but had also undergone the examination of a com- 
mittee of the Senate, of the Senate itself, and of a || 
. . ! 
committee of this House. He would not under- 


the best that could have been adopted or arranged | 
for the objects in view, or what amendments may 


These he would consider as they were presented for | 
his approval or his dissent. But in the schedules | 


| Judiciary, he saw nothing objectionable. They | 
| important and valuable information. Whether || 


| they were the best adapted to the purpose, he | 


fine what he now proposed to say to the principle | 


| have been concurred in by some other gentiemen, | 


|| bill. His colleague [Mr. Miter] had taken con- | 
| siderable pains to prove that the Constitution has | 
| given Congress no power to go any further than | 


| an enumeration of the inhabitants: and it confined | 

the injunction to that single object. But he saw | 
| nothing in the clause to debar Congress from con- | 
necting statistical information with this enumera- | 


| sex, color, condition, &c., of individuals 
/in one or two of the schedules. His 


| mitted that it might be expedient, if we 
_ authority, to obtain these statistics in so 


_ The gentleman from Georgia had indeed e 
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Ree 
this, or else we and all who hav 
here from the beginning of the Go 
have been, to this moment, 
to the extent of the powers w 
vested. 
It was admitted, both by the gent! 

Ohio and the gentleman rs Geena 
information thus required may be very Valuable 


xcepied 
ted ’ the 
Specified 


Colle; , 
[Mr. Mitver} had stated that it was enough for 


him that it was an unconstitutional exerc) 
power, and it was therefore no matter to 
of what value the information was. 


© preceded ys 
Vvernment mug: 
wofully Mistaken i 
ith which we are in. 


to the call for the list of those who had ¢ 


8€ of 
him 
it Was ad. 
had the 


Me por. 
tions of the country. 7 


Why, he asked, have we not this authority? }, 


terms 


‘(,in the Constitution, we are not to seek these 


c || statements relative to our commerce, our 
the floor for the purpose of making a few remarks. |, 


: . athe: | He did not desire to take up time in discussing the | 
special order, and, in the opinion of the Chair, was || P g the 


; ts agricy}. 
ture, our navigation, and so forth; and because 


|| the clause relied on contains no such specific ay. 


thority, we are to be prohibited from seeking ;)\. 
. . ” 1 ¢ - ‘ oS 
information. If tais mode of reasoning Were 


| sound, he believed he could point other omissions 
| than those which had been mentioned in relation to 


| this subject. Congress is authorized by the € 
| Stitution to raise an army, a navy, a militia, and 
to levy and collect an excise and other taxes 


£ 





1 


i 


| 


| 


| 
\| 








ON. 


Who is there that wiil deny that, in order to car. 


| ry out these powers correctly, it is not only ex. 


pedient, but necessary for us who have to levisly:¢ 
on these subjects, to obtain a knowledge of ihe 
facts sought for by this bill? We cannot act in. 


| telligently, understandingly, on these subjects, until 


we have this information, and much more thap 
this; and since this information is indispensable to 
the proper discharge of duties specificaily as. 


' signed to us by the Constitution, how can our 


power to acquire it be questioned ? 

The facts called for ought to be known, not 
only to the members of Congress, but also to the 
people at large; indeed, no one could be found who 
would contend that the information would not be 
useful and beneficial to the people. 

If we have no constitutional authority to acquire 


| this information, then not only we but all our 


predecessors, have been wofully mistaken from the 
foundation of the Government. The entire prac- 
tice of our Government has been in favor of tie 


| exercise of this power. 


What was Lewis and Clark’s expedition for? 
And what clause of the Constitution would gen- 
tlemen find to authorize setting this expedition 
on foot? He requested gentlemen to refer to the 
instructions of Mr. Jefierson in reference to this 
expedition, and to the report of those who were 
upon it, and see if they did not go as far beyond 
the authority given by the Constitution to take an 
‘Cenumeration,’’ as anything which is contained 


| in this bill, They embraced an exploration of the 


whole country —the lands, the rivers, and the coast; 
and not only these, but the people—the aborigines 
who resided there; and very specific were the in- 
structions on this point. Very specific they were; 
and if Mr. Jefferson acted unconstitutionally in 
this matter, neither he, nor they who coéper- 
ated with him, had the least suspicion of it. No, 
sir, it was left for the wise men of this day to 
discover that such objects did not come within the 
pale of the Constitution. 

Again, we have in the Department of the Inte- 
rior, a Patent Office. He would like to ask what 
it was intended for? Allof us knew that it has 


about as little to do with patents as this bill has; 


yet it is kept up by the Government at great cost— 
year after year appropriations are made for ils 
support. We have had voluminous reports, and 
at one time a book, heretofore of six hundred or 
seven hundred pages, a great part of which was 
about the potato disease. And what a number of 


bill; because they may both be obtained at the || this report has been printed and circulated? and 


at what a great expense to the public? Where 
can we find in the Constitution any specific av- 
thority for doing all this? Yet these printed repor's 
are sought after with the greatest avidity by the 
people. And Congress has ordered the printing 
of alarger number of these volumes than of any 
other report presented to it; and the extent of the 

rts from this bureau is constantly increasing; 
and all this without any constitutional authority 
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except implied authority. Now, if the 
of that matter, of information of that 
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| is said, the people could not know all that is neces- | subjected to first a stretching and then a puckering 
1 sary to be known of our doings here, without pay- | 


process, Who was there that did not know, that 


yind tothe number of one hundred thousand copies, || ing more than they would be willing to pay directly || when other arguments failed against a bil!, the or- 
is annually authorized by Congress, a are we || for the information, but for the franking privilege. || dinary mode was to pronounce it unconsitutional ? 
a 


ve alarmed at this bill, which contemplates the 
pptainment of more important facts in a more 
nexceptionable form? How many requests have 
somber had made to them for this Patent-Office 
me How many letters are daily received ask- 
~ ys to show as much courtesy as our prede- 


to 


ng U 


$80 
verfect «s Neighbor Jones has not had one, and 


he is dissatisfied that I. have had one and he has 
vot.” And so we are called on to send a copy to 
neighbor Jones. atte pancee i 
on without any constitutional objection being 
gade, and without ‘* bringing the Union to the 
verze of dissolution.” Yet when we seek the in- 
frmation specified in this census bill, to enable 


ys to discharge our legislative duties intelligently | 


snd conscientiously, we are told that we cannot 
have it, because we have no power under the 
Constitution to obtain it. ’ 

You remember, Mr. Chairman, many other 
things of the kind as well as | do. There was 
Fremont’s Expedition; what a cry there was for 
that. A great number were printed, but not half 
enough to supply the demand for them. 


of my copies. They should only go to ladies on 
their request. But l found even that would not do. 
And [had finally to limit my distribution to the 
wives of clergymen, to be kept by them for the 
benefit of the whole parish. What * specific” 


authority was there in the Constitution for the | 


printing and circulating these volumes, or even for 
theexpedition itself? He would like some gentle- 


man to show him aclause expressly authorizing || 
that expedition and the printing and circulating of | 


that report, and paying the expense of all this. 


Gentlemen had referred to the Observatory; and | 
ithad been said that it was originally merely a | 
He well remembered | 
It) 
was under the watchful eye of a gentleman from | 


depdt of maps and charts. 
when that establishment took its proper name. 


North Carolina, not now a member of this House, 
who was the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


The venerable gentleman from Massachusetts | 


[Mr. Adams] congratulated the House on the 
thing being called by its right name. When first 


announced by himas a ** light-house of the skies,”’ |! 
It gota start asa depdt of maps and | 


it failed. 
charts. Now, however, asa national observatory 
it goes very well. 
from that establishment is very different from that 
which this bill contemplates, says the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Sreruens.} But is it more 
valuable? There was a great fight once when 
this subject was before the House between the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] and 
the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Atkinson,) no 
longer a member, who objected to it on * consti- 


tutional” grounds; but the ** low down” Virginia 


Democracy had to yield to the western mountain 
Democracy, and now no objection is made to the 
observatory. 

Again, why have we reserved to ourselves the 
franking privilege? Is it nota tax, and a heavy 
lax, too, upon the country? Itis a tax both on 
the members and the people, and they have both 
made a bad bargain. Neither the people nor the 
members make much out of it, and why do we 
notabolish this franking privilege? hy not? 
Itis no part of our compensation. No, so far 
from that, we lose more by it in amount of labor, 
than we save in amount of postage. Why, then, 
do we hold on to it? It is for the purpose of ac- 
quirmng and diffusing information, not always 
of the most valuable kind. In this way we trans- 
mitevery report of every expedition, every Pat- 
ent-Office report, King’s report, and Heaven knows 
what besides, free of postage thoughout the coun- 
‘ry; and this is the reason why we hold on to this 
Privilege. Precious few members of Congress need 
all these valuable documents, yet you continue to 
send them, day after day, post free—and is not 
this taxing the people? Do we not take the money 
out of the Treasury and pay it over to the mail 
Contractor, for the purpose of transporting this 
matter through the country? It is a heavy tax, 
and comes out of the public Treasury; why then 

Owe impose it on our constituents ? use, as it 


rs, and to furnish a copy, to keep the series | 


And all this is constantly going |) 


I had | 
only some forty or fifty copies, and | made ita | 
standing rule that no gentleman should have one || 


The information to be obtained | 


‘| And how much does this franking privilege cost? 
| In any ten years it amounts to more than the cost 
| of taking the census. 
privilege deemed unconstitutional? Who ever 
_heard of such athing? Whoever heard that it 
| was unconstitutional to frank documents? It may 


| ent from that asked for by this bill. But he asked 
| gentlemen to take up any of the tables—any item 
| imthe ‘social statistics,’’ or other portions of the 
schedules—and see if it does not contain informa- 
tion quite as valuable as that contained in the daily 
letters or speeches we receive or send off. Is it 
not quite as important to know how many churches 


informed that ** Mr. Snooks rose and said, Mr. 
Chairman,’ and so forth? Were we not daily 
greeted with the sight of cart-loads of these precious 


| ing on here? 
| when these documents are sent there directed. He 


them by the cord, or by the ton, or by the cart- 
load. And all these are transported through the 
| country at the public expense. 


innocently violating the Constitution. 

‘| ‘his kind of reasoning, then, will not do. Itis 
important that we have this information, and that 
| our constituents should have it. They called for 
| information mtost necessary to enable us to perform 
our legislative, our constitutional duties. ‘They 
had been the subject of patient, deliberate, search- 
ing examination and inquiry, made under the au- 
thority of the law of the last Congress. ‘They had 
subsequently been submitted to the Census Board, 
the committees of the Senate and the House, and 
he would not take it on himself to say that they 
were not the best that could have been prepared. 


| Once come to a more accurate conclusion on the 
|| subject than that presented in these schedules. 
| ‘here was one other part of the bill which it 
might be as well to notice. It might readily be 
| seen on reading the bill that in many cases 1t would 
be impracticable to obtain some portion of the in- 
formation required without resorting to something 
|| ike a compuisory process. ‘I'he obstinacy of an 
individual might defeat the object of the inquiry. 
| The bill therefore provides that any master, or 
head of a family, or agent refusing to give the an- 
swers required, shall be subject toa ine. Here 
the subjects of inquiry are specified. A cali is 
made by a competent person, under the authority 
of law, for the facts which are setdown. The 
individual is called on to testify, not on oath, and 
in case of refusal, he is to be fined, and the fine Is 
to be collected by a summary process. And this 
part of the bill his colleague considered to be un- 
constitutional. He intended to speak with respect 
of his colleague, and of all his colleagues, but es- 
| pecially of him, who was a member of the Ju- 
|| diciary Commitiee, and a member of the Judiciary 
| Committee ought to know something of the Con- 
|| stitution. There was, if he remembered right, a 
|| similar opinion entertained by a member of the Ju- 
| diciary of Messina long ago. Dogberry, when in- 
1 strucung an assistant marshal as to his duty, 
said: 


| 


* You are to bid any man stand in the Prince’s name.”’ 
How if be will not stand ?” 
« Why then take no note of him, but let him go, and pres- 
ently call the watch together, and thank God that you are 
rid of a knave.”’ 


| And thisis justthe view which my colleague 
| takes of the duty ofan assistant marshal. | have no 
| doubt of our right to callon any citizen of the 
‘| United States to furnish any facts, as fully as to 
|, authorize any committee to send for persons and 
i papers. We have just as much authority to dele- 
| gate this power toa-district marshal as to any 
| other officer. ; 

|| He had not been very long a member of this 
| House, but he had been here long enough to becon- 
| vinced that if the Constitution had not been made 
| of elastic materials it would have been spoiled long 
ago. Year after year, day after day, it had been 


And was this franking | 


be said the information thus conveyed was differ- | 


and schools, &c., there are in the country, as to be | 


‘**documents,’’ as we passed to and from the folding- | 
| room, all intended to keep the people informed uf | 
| whatis going on here, and of much that is not go- | 
Look at the party committee-rooms | 


had not so much information on this pointas some | 
gentlemen, but he would state, that you may reckon | 


Yet it is all || 
| constitutional; or else we are all ignorantly and | 


| It did not seem to him possible that he could at | 


‘| On the other hand, I never knew a gentleman 
| who had any measure much at heart, who could 
1 not find some constitutional authority to sanction 
| it. Where did Congress find the authority for ithe 
expedition to the Dead Sea, and for the explora- 
| tion of some other seaa not quite dead yet—some 
| of our own inland seas?) The Constitution has 
| made no provision. We can put in our apeeches 
| any trash which the good humor of the House 
| will induce it to listen to; nay, we may putin a 
great deal which never was spoken at ail, and send 
| it forth at the public expense under our franking 
| 


} 


privilege, and disseminate it among our constitu. 
ents. But when itis proposed to collect valuable 
and necessary information, without which Con- 


| gress cannot properly discharge its duties under 
|| the Constitution, we are told that the Constitution 
gives us no authority to do so. 

He then went on to remark on the language of 
Mr. Srernens, of Georgia, who considered this 
as one of the cases which endangered the safety of 
the Union. If so, he should feel very great re- 
gret that, after so recently, and almost miracu- 
lously, escaping from “ imminent peri,”’ in whieh 
it had been placed by the “ aggressions of the 
| North,” it should be lost by the census bill. Be- 
| cause Congress required to know how many per- 
sons had died within the past year, and of what 
diseases, &c., is the Union to be avain threatened 
with dissolution? It seemed to him, that as a 
matter of convenience, this information might be 
afforded us, so that when gentlemen from Missouri 
and Louisiana come here and ask for grants of 
public lands, for the purpose of draining swamps, 
we may be able to turn to the documenis and see 
how destructive of human life the miasma has 
been. Yet the Constitution has passed through 
so many perils safely, that he did not wish to 
spoil all by a census bill. He certainly would 
not be one to urge it if he thought it would dis- 
solve the Union. 

This measure, as it appeared to him, was about 
to take a sectional turn. He hoped it would not, 
but there were some indications of such a result. 
If we must have sectional issues, perhaps it would 
be as harmless to make them upon this bill as on 
any other; for it will not, I think, be possible for 
them to lead to any very serious consequences, 

He said he expected that great good would 
grow out of the census. The more the South 
knew of the North, and the North of the Seuth, 
the better they would like each other. And the 
effect of the circulation of the information when 
obtained would be to make them better acquainted 
with each other. Each would see how labor was 
remunerated, and in what manner, and to what 
extent the means of happiness and improvement 
were enjoyed by the other. The South would 
aiso know how many slaves escaped to the North 
—a matter about which there is some difference of 
Opinion at present. It would no longer be neces- 
sary to rely on Ellwood Fisher for statistics. We 
should then have information of a more authentic 
aad reliable character. 

For these reasons, he was in favor of the prin- 
ciple of this bill. As to the details, he hoped 
they would be explained by those who had ex- 
amined them. They could not be mastered in a 
single day, and he had had only that time to de- 
vote to them. He was willing to vote for the 
principle. So far as the constitutionality of the 
bill was involved, he felt not the slightest doubt. 
If this bill was not constitutional, then all whe 
have gone before us, from the foundation of the 
Government, have erred most egregiously. The 
very men who formed the Consutution could not 
have understood it, for they expended the public 
treasure to acquire information not more neces- 
sary than that contempiated by the bill before us; 
and though they resorted to different means to ob- 
tain it, that can make ne difference. If the end 
be constitutional, we may exercise our discretion 
as to the means. 

Mr. STRONG said that he had risen for the pur- 
pose of making a few observations, but not with the 
desire to submit any extended remarks. He was 
one of those who were in the habit of regarding 
themselves as strict constructionists of the Con- 
stitution. But he must confess that he had yester- 
day been a good deal surprised to hear some gentle- 
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men assume the ground, that there was no constitu- 
tional power in the Con of the United States 
to collect and embody the statistical information 
which it was proposed, under this bill, to obtain. 
He thought that strict construction of the Consti- 
tution was likely to be brought into disrepute by 
raising constitutional objections which had no solid 
foundation. And he confessed the surprise with 
which he had heard the gentleman from Georgia, | 
[Mr. Srernens,] to whose remarks he (Mr. 8.) 
always listened with pleasure, start upon the prin- | 
ciple that there was no power in Congress to col- 
Ject the information contemplated by this bill. | 
That gentleman, and the gentleman from Ohio, | 
ew Mitter,] had come to the conclusion that | 
ecause the Constitution, in the second section, 
spoke simply of the enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants of the States and territories, for the purpose 
of taxation and representation—because the Con- 
stitution, in that section, spoke of nothing but the 
enumeration of the inhabitants, therefore the power 
did not exist in any other part of that instrument 
to do more than take such enumeration. Now, it 
was apparent from that clause that the enumera- 
tion in itself had a two-fold object; and on refer- 
ence to the words of the clause, it would be found | 
to be so stated. It read as follows: 

“ Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned | 
among the several States which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers,’’ &c. 

Mr. HUBBARD interposed, and desired to 
know if the object of this information was to lay | 
direct taxes ? 

Mr. STRONG replied that it was not. He 
(Mr. 8.) was opposed to laying direct taxes, and 
he always had been. He would hereafter come 
to the conclusion which the honorable gentleman 
sought to draw from his question. He was now | 
considering the constitutional power, which he 
considered was full and entire, given almost in so 
many words by the Constitution, to acquire the | 
information which they sought by this bill. He 
went for that purpose directly to the eighth sec- 
tion of the Constitution, which, among other 
grants of power to Congress, gave them authority 
‘*to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises,”” He contended that this power to lay | 
and collect taxes included within it the power to 
ascertain by actual inventory and appraisement 
that which was the subject of taxation, viz: prop- 
erty and omeninenypn The power to lay a tax 
implied the right to ascertain the subjects or 
objects of taxation—property and productious, 
He thought gentlemen wouid search in vain 
through the constitutions of many if not all the 
States for language conveying the express power 
to make an assessment or inventory of the prop- | 
erty and productions. Yet that power was an- | 
nually exercised by the State authorities as a ne- | 
cessary incident of their power to lay and collect | 
taxes. Whenever a power was granted to a po. | 
litical organization, a government, or to individu- 
als, there was no better settled principle than that 
everything was granted with it which was essen- 
tial to the full and free exercise of that power. 
How, then, could a tax be laid and collected, un- 
less there was a power to ascertain by inventory, 
by appraisement, the objects of taxation? He. 
admitted that so far as regarded a capitation, a 

rl tax, an enumeration of the inhabitants was 
all-sufficient; bat nobody could pretend to say 
that for anything beyond a capitation tax an 
enumeration of the inhabitants was sufficient. | 
Both property and productions had been in this | 
country, and still were, objects of taxation. In 
several of the States the taxation was on property 
alone; in others, almost entirely upon produc- 
tions; and in others, of which Pennsylvania was | 
one, it was divided between property and produc- | 
tions, though the largest per centage of the tax | 
was on productions. 

Mr. KAUFMAN (Mr. 8S. yielding the floor) 
said he understood the genuleman from Pennsyl- 
vania to predicate the constitutional power of 
Congress to collect infermation in regard to the 
property in the States, upon the power to lay 
direct taxes. Now one of these schedules pro- | 
posed that the number of churches, with their | 
different denominations, the number of members, 
&c., should be ascertained. He wished to ask 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, what legislative 
power Congress had, under the Constitution, over 
the subject of religion? what power they had to 
make the inquiries here proposed? 
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Mr. STRONG said he preferred submitting his 
remarks in the order which he had laid down for 
himself ; he thought he should arrive at the sub- 
eet of the gentleman’s inquiry before he conclu- 

ed. 

He was endeavoring to derive the power to col- 
lect some portion at least of the information which 
was contemplated to be collected under this bill, 
from that clause of the Constitution which gave 
the power to Congress to lay and collect taxes. 
He had understood the gentleman from Georgia 
{[Mr. Srepuens] to say, that in schedule IIL., rel- 
ative to the productions of agriculture, there were 
fifty-one inquiries, none of which the Government 
had the right to make. It was hinted yesterday, 
that this necessity for an assessment did not exist, 
and that the power to make it was not included 
within the grant of power to lay taxes, because 


direct taxes were to be distributed among the | 


States in proportion to their representation. He 
admitted that it was the constitutional provision, 
that direct taxation should be apportioned to rep- 
resentation. Of course it operated very unequally, 
much more hardly upon the new, than upon the 
old States, because in the new States their prop- 
erty was not generally proportionate to their rep- 
resentation. One hundred thousand people in New 
York or Pennsylvania, would undoubtedly be 
much better able to pay a given sum than one 
hundred thousand in Lowa or Illinois. But that 
was the constitutional provision, that direct tax- 
ation should be apportioned to representation. 
Now, suppose this Government desired to raise a 
given amount by direct taxation, as it was author- 
ized to do under the Constitution, when it had de- 
termined that amount, it distributed it among the 
several States. Suppose the quotum of Virginia 
was half a million, how was that to be raised? In 
one of two modes. ‘The Government must either 


|| ascertain the aggregate amount of the property 


and productions of Virginia, in order to know 
what rate per cent. must be levied in order to raise 
the sum of half a million, or it must rely upon the 
State assessment. He admitted that, heretofore, 
when a direct tax had been laid by our Govern- 
ment, it had relied upon the State assessment, or 
the county assessment; but the power which was 
given by the Constitution was complete. It did not 
require or authorize the assistance of the States. 
Congress had not, under the Constitution the 
power to call on Virginia and say to her, We 
have determined to lay a direct tax, and your pro- 
portion of that tax is $500,000. We demand of 
you that you collect that $500,000. Such a power 
was not given to Congress, but the power was to 
lay and collect taxes self. Suppose a State of 
the Union had no assessment, which was a very 
possible case. New Jersey realized tolls from the 
Camden and Amboy Railroad about sufficient to 
pay the entire expenses of the State government. 
There was no State assessment there, or there 
might be none. How, then, was the General Gov- 
ernment to collect a direct tax from the State of 
New Jersey ? There was no mode, unless the 
Government had the power to send its agents into 
New Jersey, from house to house and from farm 
to farm, to ascertain what were their property and 
their productions, which were the proper objects 
of taxation. He apprehended, then, that no one 
could reasonably doubt that this clause of the 
Constitution gave the power to Congress to collect 
the information proposed by this bill so far as it 
regarded the property and productions of the 
country. It was a necessary incident to carrying 
out the power to lay and collect direct taxes. 

In the State of Pennsylvania they had had no 
State assessment until 1834. In that year, an act 
had been passed providing for a State assessment. 
lt was repealed in 1836, and, he believed, reénacted 
in 1842. Prior to 1834, they had had no State 
assessment whatever; and no tax, therefore, could 
have been collected from Pennsylvania, unless the 
General Government had the power to make an 
assessment. He asked, then, how it could be 
gravely contended that Congress did not, under 
the power to lay and collect taxes, possess the in- 
cidental power to obtain this information in rela- 
tion to property and productions ? 

Now it might be asked, and the gentleman from 


Alabama [Mr. Hupparp]} had asked, whether it | 


was the design of Congress, in collecting this in- 
formation, to lay a direct tax. He answered no. 
He wes not one of those who desired direct taxa- 


tion. On the contrary, he was strongly opposed 


to it, in every form. But the 


constitutional power; and if the Ginssinen, One of 


to Congress the power to lay and collect ® 
tax, and if included in that Souer Doran direcy 


sary incidental power to make an assessment 


inventory of property and production : 

the tax was ts Se jetdsttartaiaty thitieen ve 
whole, included the grant of the minor part ha 
might exercise a part or the whole of a yo... 
granted by the Constitution. If the aise ans 
given to Congress to make an assessment, pn 
a direct tax, and the exercise of the first part sea 

of a power was conducive to the public te 
could they not exercise that power, and ; 
exercise of the other ? ioe 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. K AUPM, 
had asked, what this Government had to do wit 
obtaining statistics relative to the churches? We, 
not the churches objects of taxation, and msioks 
not Congress ascertain the amount of taxation 
which it would do to impose upon them? Wher). 
er it would be judicious to exercise that power of 
taxation, was an entirely different question, and 
one which he would not now argue. 

But he thought that the power to collect this in- 
formation, at least a great portion of it, was also 
necessarily deducible from the power conferred 
upon Congress to ‘* regulate commerce.” Wha: 
was the meaning of the phrase, to regulate com. 
merce? It was, to make rules for the government 
and direction of commerce. That was the obvious 
meaning and the constitutional meaning of the ex. 
pression. Now, in order to regulate commerce 
did any man doubt that it was essential, both ne. 
cessary and proper that they should know what 
the object and the wants of commerce were? 
Did any one suppose that they could intelligently 
regulate commerce with no knowledge of the arii- 
cles which entered into the trade between one Siate 
and another, and between this country and other 
countries? So far, then, as regarded these maiters 
which were the subjects of commerce, he thought 
under the general power to regulate, was implied the 
power to collect information which was necessary 
in order to facilitate and advance the commerce of 
the country. 

He thought from the power to regulate com- 
merce might also be deduced, to some extent, the 
power to collect information in reference to the 
social condition of our people. The regulation of 
commerce should be made in reference to the wants 
of the people, to their social condition; and that 
legislator would very a discharge his duties 
who undertook to make regulations for the trade 
of a community without a knowledge of the social 
condition of that community. They had always 
acted on this principle in the regulation of com- 
merce; many of our treaties had been formed in 
reference to the social condition of a portion of our 
people, and in reference to the products of our 
people. They all remembered, that not manyyears 
since this Government had sent an agent to Aus- 
tria, with a view to make an arrangement in refer- 
ence to the tobacco of thiscountry. And the pro- 
duction of hemp had become so great, it had be- 
come so important a portion of our agriculture, 
that when the statistics in reference to it were fully 
known, commercial regulations might be deemed 
advisable, in order to facilitate the sale and open 
new markets for this great product of American 
industry. 

He thought, therefore, from the power to lay 
and coilect taxes, to regulate commerce, and to 
make treaties, they were authorized to make the 
inquiries proposed by this bill. 

here seemed very little difference of opinion as 
to the value of this information; the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Sternens] and the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Miter] had both admitted it. What 
would be said of the lawyer who should go into a 
legislative body and undertake to improve the com- 
mon law by statute, without knowmg what that 
common law was? Or what would -they say of 
the men who should undertake to legislate in refer- 
ence to tobacco, hemp, and our other great staple 
productions, without accurate information con- 
cerning them? The information proposed by this 
bill to be obtained was of the utmost importance 
to them as legislators. There were various sources 
of information to them for which appropria- 
tions had been made from the public treasury. 
They had purchased a library, without any ex- 
— provision in the Constitution authorizing it; 

what purpose? For the purpose of informing 
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that slavery and the slave trade may be expressly probibived 
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bee members of Congress, of aiding them in their du- || and it seemed proper to him, when Congress un- || other infraction of law—the same power which 

ie as legislators, of enabling them to act intelli- | dertook to ascertain the amount of the property || was vested in every State government to punish 

recs ly in the discharge of those duties. If they and productions of the country, that the seid | any person who refused to answer theassessor 

oe. had the power to purchase books to give informa- || operations should have had a separate schedule || who called upon him to learn the amount of his 

~an tion in reference to their duties, might they notex- | appropriated to them. The enormous amount of | property with the view to taxation under State 

ich nd money for other objects having the same end | the production of anthracite coal alone did honor } secs | : 

the ia view ? ; _ _ || tothe country. The bituminous coal trade of Vir- || Mr. HOWARD next obtained the floor and 

rey He would not further detain the Committee in || ginia, Pennsylvania, and some other of the west- || yielded to a motion b 

ver reference to the constitutionality of collecting this '} ern States, was becoming a very important trade. |, Mr. SAVAGE that the committee rise. 

ms information; it seemed to him, after all, that it re- | The amount of production was enormous; and it i The motion was disagreed to. 

ay solved itself into a question of expediency. There || seemed to him that it would have been judicious || Mr. HOWARD then addressed the committee 

ily was one feature of this bill which he very much || to have appropriated a separate schedule to it, in | briefly, denying the constitutional power of Con- 

id admired. The bill of 1840 was too minute; and || connection with the lead, silver, and the various || gress to do more than take the enumeration of the 

he the consequence of that extreme minuteness was, || mines; so that in one table we could have had a | inhabitants. [His remarks will be found in the 
that the returns which were made were too incor- || report of all the mining operations of the country. || Appendix.) ; 

x) rect to be reliable. It was apparent that the more || He spoke with diffidence, because he knew his || Mr. MOORE, obtained the floor, but yielded 

th minute the inquiries were, the more inaccurate the || colleague, {Mr. Sl and the gentlemen | to a motion that the committee rise. 

re returns would probably be. When in 1840 we || associated with him on the Judiciary Committee, || The motion having prevailed— 

he gent out our assistant marshals with two hundred || had given this subject a careful consideration || The committee rose and reported progress. 

Yn and fifty questions to be answered, a wide door Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (Mr. S. || And the House adjourned, 

he was opened for mistakes and inaccuracies; and || yielding,) explained, that every branch of indus- | ——- 

af we found that the returns resulted accordingly. || try had been put in the general schedule of * the i PETITIONS, ke. 

d All the returns must be to a considerable extent an || Products of Industry.”” For instance, mines—the i The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
approximation to the trath; and the nearer the ap- || number of mines was to be taken; also the capi- i presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 

= proximation the more valuable the information. tal investéd, the amount of products, and the || priate committees: 

0 The merit of this bill was, that it seemed calca- || amount of value. Next, say the tanneries—the || gy mp. WENTWORTH: The petition of 52 citizens and 

d jated to collect the most valuable information—not || names of the proprietors, the capital, the amount || electors of Wauconda, Lake county, [linois, praying that 

it all the information which was valuable; very much || of products, the amout of value—were to be ascer- no State be hereafter admitted inte the Union unless the 

* that was of value was necessarily omitted—but || tained. When all these returns were made, a i ee —a ae NOD prohibit the exist- 

\ the most valuable information, and place it within || compendium, or a compend, was to be prepared || “"'A).0 the petition of the citizens of Wauconda, praying 

; the compass of an assistant marshal, rendering it |} by the proper clerks, who would put down the || for the right of trial by jury for fugitive slaves. 

: easy for him te obtain the information required. tanners together, the miners together, the manu- || __ Also, the petition of the citizens of Wauconda, praying 


He referred to some inquiries that had been 
made in taking the last census, which had become 
the subject of ridicule, although they were not 
unimportant; and mentioned especially the provis- 
ion of that bill requiring returns of the poultry, 
the chickens, and eggs. This had been a subject 


facturers together, with their respective capital, 


amount of products, amount of capital, &c.; and | 


that compend would be published, and distributed | 


by Congress to the counties and seats of Govern- 
ment throughout the different States. There was, 


therefore, no branch of industry carried on by a | 


by act of Congress in all the territories of the United States. 
Also, the petition of the citizens of Wauconda, praying for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or for 
the removal of the capital therefrom. 
Also, the petition of the citizens of Chicago, asking the 
passage of a law allowing American built veesels that by 
any means may have become the property of foreigners, or 


of derision all over the country. But he wished 
to state a fact in reference to the extent of these 
productions in his section of country: in the States 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio, there was a great 
trade in these articles. ‘The value of the poultry 


person, or a company, exceeding $500, the returns 
of which would not be reported in all these par- | 
ticulars. The returns of the coal mines, the lead, | 
silver—yea, even the gold mines in California— |, 
would go into the general schedule, and afterward || 


obtained a foreign registry, to be registered in this country 
as American vessels, upon their again becoming the prop- 
erty of American citizens, 
Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kane county, Ili. 
nois, that no more slave States be admitted into the Union. 
Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kane county, Hii- 


and eggs sold annually was greater than that of 
all the hemp produced in the United States. Al- 
though this was no unimportant branch of produc- 
tions, yet he thought it should not go into the 
census tables. He admired this bill for the reason, 
that it excluded things which, though important 
were of minor consequence. 

But he was compelled to say that there were a 
few things which, he was sorry to see, had been 
omitted in this bill. There were three great in- 
terests in this country—perhaps four; the first, 
the agricultural interest, which was at the founda- 
tion of all the others; next, the commercial inter- 
est; third, the manufacturing interest; and fourth, 
came the mining interest. Now, there was in 
these tables no provision made for returns relative 
to the mining interest, unless they were intended 
to be included in schedule No. LV., relating to 
“the products of industry.”? No doubt it was 
intended by the Judiciary Committee that the 
returns of the mining interest should be em- 
braced in this schedule. They might be admitted; 
yet after a careful examination, he regretted that 
there was nota schedule devoted exclusively to | 
mining operations. The mining operations of the 
country were of an amazing extent; many of the 
articles here collected bore no comparison in value 
to the anthracite coal trade. He might be mis- 
taken, but he thought he was not, when he said, 
that the tonnage employed in the coasting trade in 
coal exceeded the entire amonnt of tonnage em- 
ployed in our foreign trade. 

Mr. JONES (Mr. S. yielding) inquired if most 
of the coal mines were not shut up and most of 
the furnaces put out by the tariff of 1846? 

Mr. STRONG said that the gentleman, of 
course, expected no answer to this question, but 
he had put it for the purpose of presenting his 
own views. To this he (Mr. S.) had no objec- 
tion. He would say, however, that, in his opin- 
ion, the coal trade had not been destroyed by the 
tariff of 1846; and if the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee desired to know his views, he (Mr. 8S.) | 
had always been opposed to any tariff on coal, | 
though he was not opposed to a tariff on iron. 
He believed that the depremioe in the coal trade, | 





which was very great last year, was owing rather 
to the depression of the manufacturing interests of 
~ ae than to competition with the foreign 

e. 


But he said that this coal trade was immense; 


be classified in the compend for distribution. 

Mr. STRONG (resuming) said he had supposed 
that that was the intention. He had had no con- 
ception that the committee had overlooked this 


important branch of our property and industry. |, 


He had supposed it was their intention to include 


in the schedule of the products of industry, the re- | 
sults of our mining operations; and he admitted | 


that they might so be included. But still, it seemed 
to him that the tables under the schedule were 


rather better adapted to another class of produc- || 


nios, for the repeal of all laws authorizing or sanctioning 
slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kane county, Ili- 


|| nois, for the prohibition of slavery and the slave trade in the 
}| territories of the United States. 


tions, to the productions of manufactured articles, | 
rather than to the raw materials gathered from the | 


bowels of the earth. Still he should defer to the || 


deliberate opinion of the committee. 


But there was another great item of our wealth, | 


which was not included in these schedules at all—he 


referred to the railroads and canals of the country, | 


with their furniture, their locomotives, cars, boats, 
&ce. 


These were all over the country—millions | 


upon millions invested in these enterprises; and | 


yet there was no 
for returns of this branch of our wealth. If the cen- 
sus was designed to be a report of the property, 
the wealth, and the productions of the country, he 
was ata loss to see why this great interest, con- 
stituting a value exceeding the property of many 
of the States, was omitted. He admitted that there 
would be difficulties in gathering into this bill these 
statistics; yet it seemed to him practicable and de- 


sirable to obtain them, and that the exhibit of the | 


property and the wealth of the country would not | 


e complete which did not contain them. 

He would not longer detain the Committee, ex- 
cept with a single remark in reference to the po- 
sition taken by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Miiter,] that it was unconstitutional to impose & 
penalty upon any one who should refuse to an- 
swer the inquiries of the assistant marshals. It 


| 
} 
j 
| 


appeared to him (Mr. S.,) very plain that if Con- | 


gress had the constitutional power to put those _ 


questions, to collect this information, that it fol- 
lowed as a matter of course that there was a cor- 
relative duty on the part of the citizens to answer 
them. Every power vested in the Government to 
direct a certain thing to be done implied a corre- 
sponding obligation of the citizens to yield to it, i. e. 


to obey; and t me right, therefore, || 
bd mere Wes the on ate , || ted into the Union unless the constitution of such State 


if Congress had the constitutional power to collect 


these statistics, to punish the citizen for refusal | 
to give hem, as there was to punish for any | 


| 
| 


Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Kane county, Nil- 
nois, for the right of trial by jury for persons arrested as 
fugitive slaves. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of Joseph Moore and 
65 others, citizens and electors of Clinton county, Ohio, 
against the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Seth Linton and 60 others, citizens 
and electors of the same county and State, to secure to 
alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of H. A. Shurp and 78 others, citizens 
and electors of the county of Lake, in the State of Ohio, 
against the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of J. W. Scott and 64 others, citizens 
and electors of Oxford township, Butler county, Ohio, against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of William S. Bundy and 103 others, 


| citizens and electors of Ciatk township, Clinton county, 


Ohio, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of trial by jury. 
Also, the petition of Jesse Moon and 97 others, citizens 


| and electors of Clark township, Clinton county, Obie, for 


the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for 


. a | the support of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
rovision at all in these schedules || 


Also, the petition of Charles Cline and 99 others, citizens 
and «lectors of Clark township, Clinton county, Ohio, 


| against the admission of more slave States into the Union, 


Also, the petition of John M. Dingee and 101 others, citi- 


| zens and electors of Clark township, Clinton county, Shia, 


for tie establishment and protection of freedom in 
tories of the United States. 
Also, the petition of Robert White and 30 others, citizens 


é terri- 


| of Gratis township, Preble county, Ohio, for establishing the 


rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half 
ounce. 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of citizens of Flower- 
field, Michigan, to secure to fugitives a wial by jury ; for 
freedom in the territories; against the admission of slave 
States into the Union ; and for m peal of all law# sanction- 
ing slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Richland, for the same. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Barry county, for the same. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Cass county, for the same. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Union city, for the same. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Saline, for the same, 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The memorial of citizens of 
Cumberiand county, Pennsylvania, representing the busi- 
ness of the manufacture of iron in that vicinity as in a very 
depressed and ruinous condition, affecting injuriously the 
prices of agricultural productions and of labor, and praying 
a modification of the tariff of duties on iron, 

By Mr. FITCH: Four several petitions of citizens of 
Marshall county, [Indiana asking that all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress recognizing slavery in the District of 
Columbia, be repealed, or the seat of Government be re- 


| moved; that the right of trial by jury be granted to fugitive 


slaves; that slavery and the slave trade be probibited in the 
United States territories ; that no State be hereafter admit- 


prohibit slavery. 
By Mr. SCULERMERHORN : The petition of 19 members 


| of the Bar, of the county of Monroe, State of New York, 
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weetern New York. 

By Mr CHANDLER: The petition of 1,135 citizens of | 
Philadel, hia and iu vicinity, asking for a reduction of post. | 
age ov prepaid letters io two and a half cents each. | 

Ry Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition of 81 citizens | 
of Monis county, New Jersey, for specifie duties on iron. 

Also, the petition of inhabitants of Springfield, New Jer- i 
sey, for cheap postage, of two cents prepaid per half ounce, | 
on letters for all distances, 

By Mr. PRESTON KING: Memovial and statement of | 
James Holford, a citizen of London, for protection and relief | 
a« holder of securities of sundry Siates of the American | 
Union. 

Also, the petition of Joseph McFarland against Wood- | 
worti’s prtent planing machine, asking the repeal or modi- | 
fication of the act extending said patent. | 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of George H. Davidson | 
and others, citizens of Kuox county, Ohio, asking Congress | 
to pass a law giving the soldiers of 1812 bounty land. 

Also, the petition of Robert Greer and others, for the | 
same object. | 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Headington and others, for | 
the same object. 


By Mr. STANLY: The petition of Jones Spencer, J. E. 1 


Blount, and others, citizens of Hyde county, North Carotina, | 
asking an appropriation to remove obstructions to the navi- | 
gation near Ocracoke bar, North Carolina, in Pamlico river, 
below the town of Washington. {| 

Also, the petition of Samuel Windley, J. M. Clarke, and | 
others, for the same appropriations, 

By Mr. GORMAN: The petition of Wallace C. Law and |! 
100 others. praying an increase of pension, i| 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of 55 citizens of Wood and | 
Putnam coupties, in the State of Ohio, praying Congress to | 
grant the right of way through the public lands tothe Gilead | 
and Gilboa Plank Road Company, and also grant to said com- 
pany every alternate section through said lands. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, -fpril 25, 1850. 


1 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate || 


the following communication from the Secretary || 
of State: | 
DerartTMEeNnT oF Stare, . 
WastINnoTon, April 23, 1850. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the Qlst 
of February last, requesting the Secretary of State to com- 
municate to the Senate “such information, or particulars, 
‘as may have come to his knowledge, respecting the deten- 
‘tion, imprisonment, and barbarous treatinent, by the Ja- 
*panese Imperial and Provisional authorities, of American || 
‘seamen who have had the misfortune to be shipwrecked || 
fon the coast of Japan and its dependence es, which are | 
‘now frequented by a large American whaling fleet in the | 
* peaceful pursuit of their lawtul enterpri<es ;’? also, such || 
‘yecent and reliable information in the possession of the || 
* Departinent of State as retates to the independent Oriental 

| 
| 
| 


| 
i 


i 
| 


‘nations, and their capabilities for a profitable American 
* commerce 5"? and, also, to report “ whether the treaty be- | 
‘tween the United States and bis Majesty the King of 
*S am, of the 20th March, 1833, has not been violated by | 
‘the King, in the monopoly by his Majesty of the trade in i] 
‘several of the staple products of that country, and which | 
‘may require the Intervention of our Government’? the 
Becretary of State has the honor to tranamit to that body | 
the accompanying documents, which contain all the inform. |! 
ation which appears to be called for by the resolution. I 

The first portion of these papers consists of correspond- || 
ence furnished chiefly by the Navy Department, and relates | 
to the barbarous treatment, by the Japanese, of the crews || 


of the American whaling ships “ Lawrenee” and “ Ladoga.” 
The second portion comprises a series of valuable docu- 
ments, compiled with great research and industry by Aaron || 
H. Palmer, esq., of New York, and communicate at dif- |} 
ferent periods by him to the Departinent of State ; the whole || 
accompanied by a chart of the principal maritime countries || 
of the East. These papers, itis believed, will be found to 
contain a great amount of useful recent information, re- 1 
epecting the “ independent Oriental nations, and their capa- || 
bilities tor a profitable American commerce.’ In addition || 
to these documents, the Secretary of State has the honor to 1 
submita copy of portions of the correspondence of Messrs. || 
Everett, Parker, Davis, and Roberts, relating to China and 
Japan. | 
The third portion consists of the correspondence of Jo- || 
seph Batestier, erg, United States Consul for Singapore, | 
who is now inthe East, in the capacity of special Diplo- || 
matic Agent of the United States to Cochin China, and || 
other portions of Southeastern Asia, and who, it will be || 
seen, hae received special instructions respecting our rela- i 
tions with Siam. In this connection, reference is made to | 
Mr. Palmer’s paper on “Siam,” No. 10, on the subject of | 
our treaty with that kingdom. 
In view of the important information presented in the | 
accompanying documents, and the commercial and political | 
interests now existing in consequence of the extension of 
our possessions on the Pacific, the Secretary of State would | 
respectfully suggest the expediency of placing the consulate 








0 
M:nister Plenipotentiary. 
‘These chauges are, it is conceived, demanded by the 


eastern portion of the world. 
All which is reepectfally submitted. 
JOHN M. CLAYTON. 


On motion by Mr. KING, the message and docu- 


ments were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. COOPER presented thirteen petitions of the 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking a reduction of the 


rates of postage; which were referred to the Com- / very few of them bave had any participation it 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CHASE presented eight petivions from 
citizens of Ohio, asking that slavery and the slave 
trade may be prohibited by law. 


Also, petitions from citizens of Pennsylvania, | 


asking the adoption of constitutional means for 
abolishing slavery throughout the United States. 


Also, from ciuzens ot Ohio, asking that the |! 


internal slave trade may be abolished, and the fur- 


ther extension of slavery be prohibited in the ter- | 


| ritories. 


Also, a petition from citizens of Ohio, asking 


Also, a petition from citizens of Ohio, asking | 


that slavery may be prohibited in the territories of 


the United States and abolished in the District of | 


Columbia, that the internal slave trade may be 


Also, eight petitions from citizens of the same, 
asking that no State may hereafter be admitted 
whose Constitution does not prohibit slavery with- 
in its limits. 


' 


Also, eight petitions from citizens of the same, | 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be > 
abolished in the District of Columbia, or the seat | 


of Government removed therefrom. 


Also, six petitions from citizens of Ohio, asking | 


that the right of trial by jury may be secured by | 


law to fugitive slaves arrested in any other State 
than that in which their service is claimed. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking that the internal provisions of the act of 


1793, respecting the recovery of fugitive slaves, be | 


| repealed, 


Also, a petition from citizens of Ohio, asking || : 
o ‘ ; © || and laid upon the table. 


that the right of trial by jury be secured to fugi- 
tive slaves; that slavery and the slave trade be 


abolished in the District of Columbia; that no | 


State may hereafter be admitted into the Union 
whose constitution does not prohibit slavery 
within its limits, and that slavery aod the slave 


ries of the United Siates. 
Also, a petition from David C. Elisworth, ask- 


| trade may be prohibited by law in all the territo- | 


ing that the Secretary of State may be required | 


tu grant passports to all citizens of the United 


States who may demand them, without regard to | 


color. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Salem, in 
Ohio, asking that the penalty imposed by law on 
persons harboring or secreting slaves may be re- 


pealed; ali of which memoriaisand petitions were || 


received and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CLAY. 
some weeks ago I[ presented some petitions from 
Lewis county, in the State of Kentucky, upon the 
subject of all these slavery topics combined— 
some of these little printed slips that were sent 
out there. 1 stated at the time that | was per- 
fectly satisfied that these petitions had been got- 
ten up by persons out of that county, and that 
they did not at all express the sentiments of the 
people of Lewis county. I received last night a 
presentment of a grand jury and the proceedings 
of a large meeting of ciuzens at the seat of that 


at Singapore, an important tation to our naval end com- || county upon that subject, in both of which they 


mercial marine, upon a higher and better footing than it is | 
at present. This consulate, for many reasons, deserves o 
be supported by a competent salary. The annual fees of | 
the Consul at Singapore have averaged, for the last fourteen | 
years, during which Mr. Balestier has filled that office, a 
San varying from twenty-five to fifty dollars per annum. In | 
atl that period he has disebarged the consular functiens 
with great honor to himself and advantage to bis country— 
advancing the interests of the United States, and disp. nsing 
& generous hospitality from his private resources. 

The documents herewith submitted will also illustrate the 
importance ofa special. mission to such Oriental nations as 
are not embraced by the instructions to Mr. Balestier, for 
the purpose of opening commercial intercourse with them ; 
and of raising the grade of our mission to China to one of a 


take notce of these petitions. As the shortest 
mode, sir, of stating what | wish to state, I will 
read what the grand jury say in respect to these 


petitions. 


The honorable gentleman read an extract from 


the presentment of the grand jury; but, to make 
it the more: intelligible and expressive of the sen- 
timents of the citizens in Lewis county, we insert 
that 
able 


rtion also which is personal to the honor- 
nator, which he did not read: 


© The grand jurors for the Lewis circuit, empannelied at 


the April term, 1850, would respectfully represent that they 


lt will be recollected, sir, that | 
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praying for the establishment of a new judicial distriet in || higher class, with the rank of Envoy Extraordinary and os 


| have just seen, in the columns of the 


| ence. They beg leave to present it as their delibe 


| insane fanaticism, or are utterly ignorant of 1 
| ment of the people of Lewis county upon 


, § from whieh they eame, or any other eounty in Key 


| $a few Abohtionists who have found their wa 


' several petitions 
prospect of an increased commercial intercourse with tie | 


| they be permitted to come into the Union 


pril 25, 


* Nati 
1850), a notice of the tional Tntep 


she © presentatio 
rom citi n of 
may zeus of Lewis county, Which 
* Ist. at the trial by jury be given b i 
slaves when apprehended in any ns Stave thar sitive 
which they eseape. U trom 


“Qd. That slavery be prohibited in all new States bef, 
Ore 


gencer’ of April 


“3d. That slavery and the slave trade be probibineag , 
all the territories of the United States. Hed in 

4th. That slavery and tbe siave trade be abo} 
District of Columbia, or the seat of Government 
therefrom. 

* That they believe said petitions have not b 
circulated amongst the citizens of the county 


ished in the 
be remove d 


een generaliy 
2 And that bur 
1 Betling them 
Were in exist. 
JeTate Opin. 
Ninded by an 
he true sen. 
the subjects 


up, Or had any knowledge that such petitions 


ion that those who signed said petitions are | 


alluded to in said petitions. 
That the opinions expressed by the distingnished Sop 
tor from Kentucky upon the presentation of said petitions 
‘that he was guite sure the petitions did not Present tie 
‘sentiments of any large number of persons in the County 


tucky’: 
‘and that they were gotten up by concert and design between 


Y into ‘hat 


| § quarter,?is sustained to the fullest extent by the tacts of 
cit 3 } | the ease, 

that slavery may be prohibited in all the territo- || 
ries of the United States, and abolished in all | 


places where Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. | 


| attached to the Union of the States; and would be the 


‘<"i'he people of Lewis county we helieve are devotedty 


lart, 


by any conduct of theirs, in anywise L9 promote or strengthen 


, the cause which now so unhappily disturbs the peace ang 
| harmony of the country. 


| suppressed, and the slave trade may be prohibited || 
by law in all the territories of the United States. |) 


“Wecan bat express our unqualified disapprobation of 
the conduct of sach of our citizens who secretly, and for yo 
good and worthy purpose, obtain and transmit to Congress 
petitions of the character of those alluded to. Their conduct 
is unjust to the commanity in whieti they live, unworthy of 
the State, and ought, in onf opinion, to be depreeated ang 
condemned by every true Jover of his country.” 


And here are the proceedings of a large meeting 
at which presided General Marshall, the most 
distinguished man perhaps in the country, who 
was one of our general officers in the Mexican 


| war, denouncing in still stronger terms the clan- 


destine manner in which these petitions were cir- 


culated and signed, and showing that they did not 


by any means express the sentiments of the greater 
portion of the people of that county. Iam happy, 


| sir, at thus having an opportunity of vindicating 


that county—although it is true | am not very weil 
acquainted with the people there, though | have 
always heard a good account of them—from the 
reproach indicated by these petitions. 1 ask that 
this presentment and the proceedings of the meet- 
ing to which I have referred may be received and 


They were aecordingly received and taid upon 
the table. 

The resolutions of the meeting are as follows: 

« Whereas we have seen with surprise that petitions have 
been sent from this county to the Senate of the United 
States, purporting to have been signed by a portion of the 
citizens of Lewis county, protesting against the admission 


| of any new State into this Union, uuless their constitution 


shall prohibit slavery, recommending that the Wilmot pro- 


| viso shonid be applied to all the territories of tiis Union, 


and praying the abolition of the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia: Kuowing as we do that these petitrens do 
not embody the sentiments of any considerable portion of 
the citizeus of this or any other county in Kentucky; that 
they were clandestinely aud secretly gotten up by a few 
fanatie Abolitionists who have found their way into our 
county; that they are mischievous and injurious to the best 
interests of the country, by tending to keep inflamed the 
public mind on those subjects which now agitate the entire 
Republic ; that they stimulate the fanatics of the North in 
their crusade against the institutions of the South and the 
rights seeured to the South by the Constitution: There- 
fore— 

“ Resolved, That we denounce said petitions as being 
mischievous and injurious in their tendency, aud as not re- 
flecting the sentiment of the eitizens of Lewis county, or 
any other county in the State of Kentucky. 

* Resolved, That we are sincerely and ardently attache 
to the Union of these United States, and we view with 
pleasure and admiration the efforts that are now making iu 
the Senate of the United States to settle the conflicting in- 
terests that now agitate the public mind. RSS 

“ Resolved, That we view the efforts of the Abolitionists, 
whether made in the ( ongress of the United States or in 
obtaining petitions and sending them up to Congress, or in 
sending them to the Massachusetts Legislature, pray'ng 
secession or a dissolution of the Union, as incendiary in 
their character, suicidal in their policy, and detrimental to 
the best interest of our glorious Confederacy.” 


Mr. FELCH submitted additional documents 
relating to the claim of William Miller fora pen- 
sion; which were referred to the Commitiee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, 

Ordered, That George Harvey, agent of the owners and 
consigners of the British ship James Mitchell, have leave 
to withdraw his petition and papers. 

In making this motion the honorable gentleman 
took occasion to state that he did 30, because, on 
his objection being made a few days ago, the with- 
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jawal of the papers in this case was not acceded 
by the Senate. Since that time he had exam- 
a the papers, and he now saw no reason to in- | 
rose any onjection; on the contrary, he deemed | 
, proper that leave should be granted. He also || 
ited himself of this occasion to say, that in the | 
a of the conversation on this subject, when | 
iy was last before the Senate, he was represented 
iy the Union to have made a charge of unworthy | 
OD sides against the parties who were interested. || 
This was certainly an incorrect statement. The 
report was correct In the Nutional Intelligencer. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- 
gions, to Which was referred the petition of Ben- 
‘amin Wood, a@ revolutionary soldier, asking a pen- 
“io, submitted an adverse report on the same; 
which was ordered to be printed. . 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the document at to the claim of 
Caty Blevins, wife of Henry Blevins, for a pen- || 
sion, reported a bill granting a pension to Caty | 
Blevins, widow of Henry Blevins; which was | 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KING, from the Commitee on Foreign | 
Relations, to which was referred the memorial of | 
Albert Fitz, asking compensation for services as | 
secial agent to the British West India Islands, | 
submitted an adverse report on the same; which | 
was ordered to be printed. 

| 





BOARD OF ACCOUNTS. 
On the motion of Mr. HUNTER, the bill to es- 


tablish a board of aecounts was made the special 
order for Tuesday next, at twelve o’clock. 


| 
THE PUBLIC PRINTING. | 
Mr. WALKER moved that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of the bill to regulate appeals | 
fom the trials of issues in the District of Co- | 
lumbia. 
Mr. BORLAND. I make an appeal to my || 
friend from Wisconsin to let that subject pass for 
the present, that we may take up the report of the 
Committee on Printing. I have no doubt that the 
members of the Senate generally are desirous of 
having it disposed of, as it involves a subject which 
materially concerns us all. ‘The business of the Sen- 
ateis really embarrassed in its progress for want | 
of due attention to that matter; and, unless there | 
are very strong reasons for taking up the bill men- | 
tioned by the Senator, I should be very glad if he | 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


would give this the precedence. 

Mr. WALKER. I cannot think that this bill 
will occupy any very great length of time in its | 
consideration. It comes to us from the Commit- | 
tee on the Judiciary, with anamendment; and, for | 
one, Lam in favor of the bill and the amendment. | 

* BORLAND. Iam in favor of them my- | 
self, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yesterday I moved to take 
up a bill on the calendar for consideration that was 
entitied to priority to the report of the Committee 
on Printing; but its consideration was objected to, 
that the Senate might proceed with the bills upon 
the calendar in regular order. 1 do not wish to in- | 
lerfere with this or any other bill; but I shall feel 
compelled to press my motion of yesterday, unless 
the reguiar order of proceeding be pursued. 

Mr. WEBSTER. A single word only. 1 
really hope, sir, that no other business will be 
transacted until we make some arrangement for 
securing the advantages of having our documents 
printed. This printing is indispensable to the 
iransaction ofany business. Here have five months 
of the session elapsed, and we have not yet re- 
ceived the documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent's message, I think it is high time that some 
Prevision was made for this matter. 

Mr. WALKER. 1 will withdraw my motion. 
_ Mr. BORLAND. I now move to take up the 
Joint resolution reported from the Committee on 
printing to insure more expedition in the public 

inting, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The pending question was on the substitate | 
offered by Mr. Somat to the joint resolution | 
reported by the committee. 

Mr. BORLAND. When the report of the 

mmittee on Printing was made some weeks 
#0, | offered the amendment which is now before 
the Senate. The resolution was from the Com- 
oe on Printing. For myself, individually, | 

ave offered the amendment. I stated then, in 
part, the reasons which had governed the com- 





mittee in reporting the resolution to the Senate, 
and also the reasons which governed me in offer- 
ing the substitute. I presume, sir, that it is a 
matter of some interest; but, as the suiject was 
discussed pretty fully at the time, it can hardly be 
necessary for me to go into anything like detail in 
repeating the reasons which were then given. [| 
shall not do so, therefore, unless a discussion 
should arise in the consideration of this subject, 
so as to make such an explanation necessary. | 
will merely state now that we were moved by the 


general consideration that we could not get in | 


proper time the documents which have been or- 
dered to be printed by the Senate, and that embar- 
rassment in the transaction of the business of the 
Senate would be the necessary consequence. It 
became absolutely necessary, therefore, that some 
mode should be adopted by which the more prompt 
and expeditious printing of public documents 
could be effected. The two propositions—ithe 
resolution of the committee and the substitute | 


only in the manner in which the object is to be 
accomplished. 

Mr. WALKER. 
tion of the Senator from Arkansas, it does not 
seem to me to be a very modest one, tis to this 
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If I understand the proposi- | 


effect, I believe—that the contractors be released | 


from their contract, upon their relinquishment of || 


all claims which they might have for indemnity 
for their non-performance of this contract. 1 
know not, nor do I care to know very minutely, 
what reasons are alleged for their failure to per- 
form this contract. 


it occurs to me that men making a bid for this 


work, men acquainted with the business, in con- | 


If it be that the printers were || 
mistaken when they entered into this contract, | 
there is something very singular in the matter, for | 


tracting with Congress ought to have known at | 


what rate they could do the work. 


It seems to | 


me that they must have known th's when they | 


took the contract. 


Now, they must have made | 


this bid either with the view of executing this | 
work at what they supposed to be fair rates, and | 
deriving therefrom a fair profit, or they must have | 
made it with a view to keep it for the time being | 


out of the hands of others, and with the ultimate 


design of throwing up the contract so as to obtain || 
I do not know that this has been | 
the design; I do not charge it as such; but 1 will || 


a higher price. 


say this much, that if that has been the design, it | 


is treating Congress very improperly. The way 
that | look at the matter, | think the proposition 


needs amendment, and 1 would submit the follow- | 
ing as an amendment to the joint resolution re- || 


ported by the committee: 

“ That proper legal steps be immediately taken to recover 
the proper penalties for the nou-performance of any Coutact 
or coutracts for doing the public printing of the present Con- 
gress.” 

This, sir, would set an example to those who 
may be disposed to bid and not perform; and if 
such has been the fact already—which | do not 
charge—that the present contractor has bid with 
improper motives, others may stand warned that 
the same course cannot be repeated. Now, sir, 
here is nearly all the printing of the present ses. 
sion yet out, and notdone. I[tis heaped up, and 
in all probability, unless some means are taken to 


enforce the full performance of the contract, the | 
very next contractor would suffer it to be heaped |, 


up in a similar way, with the view of making it a 


with, be itso. I cannot agree to such a course, 
whatever may be the inducements, either to please 
political friends or foes. On the contrary, [ am 
for holding the contractor to whatever contract he 
may make. Itis equally noble to be just as well 
as generous, and when it is shown that ee 
ought to be generous to these contractors, | am 
willing to be so; but, until that is done, | think 
we ought not only to hold the contractors to their 
agreement, but that we ought to enfurce the pen- 
alties. This is, in my opinion, the only way in 
which we can get the printing promptly done. 
Mr. BORLAND. The amendment offered by 
the Senator from Wisconsin, | beg leave to say, 
is not at all necessary, as the present law binding 
upon the contractors, and the terms of the bond 
upon which they have entered, are all sufficient to 
authorize and require such a course of proceedings, 
if the contract has been violated. I cainot see, 
sir, inasmuch as that power is already conferred 
by existing laws, and it ia made the duty of a cer- 


} 


| 


|| be subserved. 


|, tainly not a very modest one. 


|| disposition will | make of it? 
better job, Sir, ifthe Senate are to be thus trifled | 
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tain person to enforce those laws, if the con- 
tracts made under them have been viola ed, that 
there is any necessity fur adopting any such 
amendment. 

The Senator from Wisconsin says that the prop- 
osition or the amendment which I offered is cer- 
Well, sir, [do not 
exactly know what is the meaning attached by the 
honorable Senator to the word * modest,’” in that 
connection. If itis meant that it is an extrava- 
gant proposition, | do not aee that the term is at 
all applicable. The amount provided in the amend- 
ment to be paid for the printing I do not consider 
very extravagant. The printing is to be done for 
a sum materially less than was paid many years 
ago for printing, and the lapse of time has mede 
no very great reduction inthe cost of printing. la 
some branches of the business, it is true, there 
has been a material reduction of cost, but in 
other branches there has been an increase of the 


|| cost; on the whole, perhaps, there has been a re- 
have offered—are substantially the same, differing || 


duction, Indeed, sir, | am pretty sure that thero 
has been a reduction; but I do not think, from all 
| the information that | can get, that that reduction 
has been materially greater than the reduction pro- 
posed to be made on the price puid for printing ia 
1819. On the score of cost, therefore, it shoud 
not be considered an extravagant proposition, 

Then, sir, as to the proposition to release the 
present contractors from any further fulfillimem of 
their contract, | do not think that m ought to be 
regarded as an extravagant idea, or characterized, 
to use the words of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
as not very modest. J simply propose to do, sir, 
what strikes my mind, and what has struck the 
mind of others, as a very proper thing to be done, 
Here are individ uals—no matter who they may be 
—who have entered into contracts with the Gov- 
ernment, which facts have fully shown to Le un- 
fortunate contracts for themselves, and whichehey 
cannot execute without serious pecuniary loss. 
Welf, the preposition is, to release them from the 
difficulties into which they have fallen, and then 
to proceed and have the work executed on a difler- 
ent plan. For one, sir, if it be possible, | desire to 
avoid anything that will be to the detiiment of the 
public interests; but at the same time | am unwil- 
ling unnecessarily to involve individuals who have 
had business transactions with the Government in 
pecuniary ruin. 

If, sir, it be extravagant or “ immodest”’ to 
make such a proposition, then I am liable to the 
charge, for I Lave made such a one—one too that 
1 shall be always ready to defend. 1 would be 
unwilling, as an individual, in any private trans- 
actions with another person, to insist apon my 
strictly legal rights, at the expense of pecuniary 
| ruin to that individual, and that too without any 
| advantage resulting to myaelf; and as a Senator, 
a member o: this body, engaged in the perform- 
| ance of public duty, | do not feel at liberty to go 
| further in behalf of public interests than | would 
go for the protection of my own interests. There- 
fore it is, sir, that I am willing, with regard to 
individuals who have made unfortunate cuntracta, 
and concerning whose course | have no evidence 
that they acted from corrupt or improper motives— 
perfectly willing to say at all times, | will release 
you from your contracts; take the arrangement of 
| the business into my own hands again, and make 
some other disposition of it. But what sort of a 
I would make a 
| disposition by which no other persons should be 
| injured and by which the public interests should 
As to the manner in which tt is to 
be done, sir, | do not know that it is necessary to 
go much into detail; but | insist upon this tact, 
that our work is not done at present in the way 
all admit it should be done, aud therefore we 
should take measures for its due accomplishment, 
We cannot have it executed properly under the 
present arrangement, and the public interests im- 
peratively require that we should enter into some 
other arrangement. The report of the committee 
proposes to have it done under another arrange- 
iment. After having ascertained all the facts in 
relation to the subject of printing that could be 
gathered, the committee have submitted their 

proposition, which, as | remarked, is of a similar 
| character to the amendment proposed by myself. 
The proposition of the committee simply authorizes 
and empowers the officers of the Senate and the 
| House of Representatives to contract with printers 
| for the performance of this work. The amend- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ment submitted by me proposes to appoint certain 
individuals to do the work. That is the only 
material difference. 

Mr. WALKER. The point to which I intend- 
ed to apply the remark that the proposition of 
the Senator wae not a modest one, was this: the | 
amendment proposes to release the contractors 
from their contracts, upon the condition that they 
relinquish any claim for damages that they may 
have against the Government for the non-perform- | 
ance of their part of the contracts. And, sir, a | 
vote upon that proposition is just as sure, to my 
mind, to bring a claim for damages, in the course | 
of time, as any one thing is certain that relates to 
this business, Sir, a proposition is brought in here 
which seems to imply that there has been fault on 
the part of the Senate. These men say they cannot 
execute the contract. I do not know who they 
are, but it is contended by the Senator from 
Arkansas, and it is admitted by the contractors 
themselves, that they have made bad bargains, 
unfortunate contracts, and cannot execute the 
printing without serious loss; and it is proposed 
that we release them from the further fulfillment of 
the contracts, upon the consideration that they 
release us from any claim for damages against the 
Government for the non-performance of their part 
of the contracts. Now, sir, as sure as that amend- | 
ment is adopted, as sure as itis entertained with 
any degree of seriousness here, there will be im- 
plied an admission that we have done wrong, left 
uofulfilled our duty, and at some future day a 
claim will be presented here by these gentlemen 
for damages. I know, sir, from observation, asa 
member of the Committee on the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate, that claims have been pre- 
sented here based on a less substantial foundation 
than sucha one would be. Contracts that have 
been made during years that have past and gone, 
for binding, stitching, folding, and putting these 
documents together, are looked into, and if- it is 
found that there can be obtained any extra allow- 
ance for any portion of the work—as, for instance, 
the foiding “it pistes or maps to go into books— 
notwithstanding the contract was perfectly plain 
that they were not to be allowed for it, individuals 
come forward here and dun, dun, dun us for months, 
in asking for an allowance for work executed years 
ago, and we can scarcely ever get rid of them with- 
out granting their claims. I repeat, again, sir, 
that these contractors, at the time they were making 
their bids, either did or did not know whether they 
could fulfill their engagements; if they knew they 
could not perform the required obligations, they 
ae orn an act of fraud upon the Senate of the 

nited States, and if they knew they could do 
what was required, but hoped they could eventu- 
aily obtain better prices for their work, they are 
now insisting upon what amounts to fraud. Ido 
not charge them with deliberately intending to 
defraud the Government, for | do not know the 
circumstances under which they entered into these 
contracts; but | must say, that at the time these 
bids were accepted, if they knew they could not 
fulfill them, tney should have allowed some one to 
have taken the work who could have done it as it 
was directed it should be done. 

I consider, sir, that this printing should be relet, 
because it is clear that we cannot get it done under 
the present system of contract; but I would ask, 
sir, if in getting it done under other contracts, we 
are not only to release the present contractors, but 
also to beg of them to release us from any claims to | 
damages, because they have not fulfilled their 
own contracts? [ must say, sir, that in looking at 
the public interests, the Rcaite from Arkansas 
Jooks through other spectacles than those which | 
would use. His language is truly astonishing. 
Sir, let an example be made of those contractors 
who have brought these difficulties in the public 
printing, not only upon the Senate but upon the 
country, and then they will not occur again. 
When we come to relet the work, the contracts 
will be taken with a fall design to have them car- 
ried out. 
result an injury and delay to the public business 
at every session of Congress. lam willing to re- 
lease these men from their contracts, and then to 
relet the printing, thereby relieving them from a 
duty which they cannot perform. Bat, as in all 
other cases, let them pay the forfeit, and I venture 
to say that we will not have another transaction of | 
this kind to trouble us; and the malleability of 
Congress will not be constantly tried with the pre- 














| 
Unless we do this, there certainly will 


sentation of claims for damages. I do not know, 
sir, who these contractors are. I never meddled 
with this question of printing. I see documents 


|| laid upon my desk that are marked as printed at 


one office and then at another office; but whoever 
they may be, they either knew they could not ex- 
ecute the work they bid for, or they made a bid 


| in the hope that they could obtain some future in- 


crease in the price. I was in expectation, sir, that 
soine explanation would be made by the Senator 
from Arkansas, showing that there were some cir- 
cumstances, some reasons, rendering it impossible 
for them to fulfill their contracts; either that there 
had been an advance in the price of paper and 
wages, or that the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives had thrown some impediments in the 
way, rendering it impossible to execute this print- 
ing. But, sir, 1 have heard no explanation of the 
kind; and it was to this point in the proposition of 
the committee, asking us to release them from their 
contracts, at the same time begging of them to re- 
lease us from any claims for damages, that | made 
the application of the term modest. I shall insist 
upon a vote on the part of the Senate, directly 
yi the amendment I have offered; and if its 
phraseology be not proper, let it be altered for 
such phraseology as will best accomplish the ob- 
ject in view. If the Senate are willing to be trifled 
with longer, let it be known throughout the coun- 
try. Let all the printers in the country come for- 
ward and beat down, by way of competition, as 
they did in Wisconsin, at one time, to half a cent 
on a thousand ems; let them come here and have 


a rough-and-tumble 7s with the Senate, and at || 


last overpower us, and obtain more money for the 
printing than any honest man would ask at the 
usual fair and honest rates. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Wiscon- 
sin proposes to introduce a practice here which I 
think the Senate will hardly sanction—that we 
should have a rough-and-tumble fight about the 
public printing. For my part, | am not disposed 
to go into any such contest. He speaks also as 
if this was a proposition coming from the public 
printers; as though they had’ come forward and 
made such a proposition. If this be his opinion, 
he is altogether mistaken. A resolution was adopt- 
ed directing the Committee on Printing to consider 
this matter, and to make a report as to what they 
thought the Senate had better do to accomplish 
their object—that of having the public printing 
done in a proper manner and at a proper time. 
This resolution was the result of the deliberations 
of the committee. ‘The public printers have nothing 
whatever to do with it. How it could be consid- 
ered as their proposition I cannot say. The Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin insists that an example should 
be made of these men. He says it is so provided 
for ia the bond; and I suppose we are to have the 
spirit of Shylock carried out here, and claim our 
pound of flesh. I cannot agree to legislate in any 
such spirit. I cannot agree to execute any legis- 
lative vengeance in this instance. If these men 
have done wrong, they certainly deserve censure 
for it; if they have acted criminally, they cer- 
tainly deserve punishment for it; but as | consider 
they have only been unfortunate, | am not willing 
either to censure or punish. I am also perfectly 
willing that a considerable share of the respons)- 
bility in this case should be attached to one as 
humble as myself. | am willing to release them 
from any penalties under that bond, and to proceed 
as if they had nothing to do with it, and to have 
the public printing done in such a manner as will 
satisfy the requirements of the Senate, and avoid 
the delay and embarrassment to which we have 
been thus far subjected. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I understand the Senator 
from Arkansas to say that his amendment will 
still leave us our remedy against these printers for 
the non-performance of their contract. 

Mr. BORLAND. No. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I prefer the amendment 
of the Senator from Wisconsin to the proposition 
that we are to release them from their contract on 
condition that they relinquish all claims upon us 
for compensation for damages. 

Mr. BORLAND. It is a mutual release. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. Well, | am opposed to 
waiving all the benefits that may be derived here- 
after from a suit for damages from the non-per- 
formance of this contract. I am not impressed at 
all with the argument of the Senator, that we 
should not resort to the remedy in this case, which 
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he designates as insisting upon the pou 

If that is a tenable gua 7 it eet = 
away altogether with the system of re tii r 
bonds. I am not prepared for that. I ehall 
for the amendment of the Senator from Wiseo a 
and I am not clear but that I shall vote oy 


proposition as amended afterwards. it thie yong 
tract has been indiscreetly entered into, and a ah 


cient compensation has not been allowed Le 
willing to passa provision absolving the contractors 
from all their obligations, on condition that th m4 
relinquish all claims against the Government a 
to relet the printing. Iam willing, for one t 
undergo all the inconveniences to which we oe 
been subjected for the want of having the printine 
done, until the contract can be again relet, and the 
system fully teated. 1! know of no other plan that 
to my mind, is free from objection. If we adop: 
this course, I think that we shall get along, ang | 
certainly know of no other that will secure us ip 
the prompt execution of the work. 

Mr. FOOTE. I should like to hear the amend. 
ment of the Senator from Wisconsin read. 

It was read by the Secretary. 

Mr. FOOTE. I do not profess to understand 


_ this matter at all, not having examined into it, not 


being a practical printer myself, and being withoy, 
the means of ascertaining correctly the facts of the 
case possessed by the members of the Committee 
on Printing. I must confess that I do distrust m 
own judgment in reference to any part of the sy). 
ject now under consideration; but it strikes me 
that the amendment of the Senator from Wiscop. 
sin is improper, for one or two reasons, which | 
am inclined to state. 1 do not understand, in the 
first place, it to be an ascertained fact—ascertained 
judicially at least, or through any form that by 
analogy can be called judicial—that this contract 
has been actually violated in the manner which 
this amendment presupposes. In the absence of 
the ascertainment of this fact with certainty, it 
must be obvious, | think, to the Senator from 
Wisconsin, that his amendment is out of place, 
because it is based on the imputation that a viola- 
tion of the existing contract has occurred to such 
an extent as to render it proper that steps should 
be immediately taken to recover the proper penalty 
for the non-performance of thecontract. That is 
my first objection. My second is this: Between 
private individuals, it does not follow, by any 
means, that every violation of a contract should 
cause a suit between the parties. A may purchase 
an estate of B at too high a price. He may mis- 
understand the value of the property, or he may 
purchase it ata time when property is nominally 
very high in the market, and owing to a sudden 
reduction in the value of it, may find himself uo- 
able to pay for it at all, or without necessarily in- 
curring pecuniary ruin. If A should be applied 
to under such circumstances, I take it for granted, 
if he be a magnanimous man, and a liberal spirited 
person, if he did not release B from that contract 
which thus threatened to be ruinously onerous 
upon him, he would at least consent to such mod 
fication of it, if it did not deeply prejudice his own 
pecuniary resources, as would relieve the unfortu- 
nate man from the full effect of the contract which 
had proved to be so ruinous to him, If this be the 
general social principle applied to cases of this sort; 
if an individual is properly considered by liberal 
men as unkind, grinding, oppressive, and even 
iniquitous, when he attempts to enforce by a lege! 
remedy an existing contract, under such circut 
stances as I have named, | ask if the a Is 
not still clearer, and if there are not much stronger 
reasons that a Government like ours, representing 
the majesty of twenty millions of freemen, and of 
vast resources, should not conceive itself bound, 
in all cases where contracts are made with its citl- 
zens which turn out not to have been fulfilled to the 
letter, by any sense of official duty, to enforce 
rigidly the contracts thus entered into with individ- 
uals? I take it for granted that in all such cases 
there will be a liberal regard paid to all the circum: 
ctances of thecase. If, owing to mistakes or errors 
of any kind (and error is the word used by the 
Senator from Wisconsin) in the taking of the con 
tract, or if, owing to a change of circumstances, oT 
any other state of facts that would justify and « 
cuse the individuals who had not complied w! 


the contract, absolve them from the charge of 


having been influenced by bad motives, and ag 
that they had done the best they could under th 
circumstances to comply faithfully with the co 
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thus entered into, would it be magnanimous, 

oa it be proper, would it be decent, would it 
be righteous in the Government rigidly to enforce 
qeh acontract, when the result might be the entire 
jestruction, ina pecuniary sense, o the individuals 
thus contracting? In other words, as the Senator 
om Arkansas said, it never can be proper, nor 
consistent with our national dignity, for our Gov- 
eament, upon the principle of Shylock, to exact 
the pound of flesh from the innocent man who 
may bave entered into a contract with it, with 
hich he finds it impossible for him to comply. 
Then it does not follow of course, even admitting 
the fact, which I understand is not the case, that 
the violation of the contract is an ascertained mat- 
er, that it is the duty of the Government to | 
enforce rigidly the penalty of the law upon the | 
individuals who have been thus involved in a vio- 
ition of it. The duty of the Government is first | 
to look into the circumstances of the case, and | 
gscertain whether the parties are criminally in | 
default; in other words, to ascertain whether their | 
motives were good, their intentions pure, and 
whether they had done the best they could under 
the circumstances; and then, I have no hesitation 
in saying that if the Government were to enforce 
the contract rigidly, and in a spirit of vengeance, | 
itwould be disgraced and degraded in the estima- | 
tion of every respectable man in the universe. It 
could not be otherwise. My friend from Wiscon- 
sin will allow me to say that he is not exhibiting 
his usual graciousness on this occasion, his usual 
kindness cf feeling. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
remember that personal allusions are not in order. 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, sir, if I have violated the 
rules of order in saying that a Senator has not ex- 
hibited his usual graciousness, I am willing to put 
itto the test. I say again, as I said before, in per- | 
fect kindness, that the Senator, I think, has not | 
exhibited his usual graciousness on this occasion. 
I should consider that a compliment; and if a man | 
should say that of me, I should hold up my head | 
with considerable exultation. My friend has not 
acted with his accustomed graciousness in this | 
matter. 1 think he has pressed this matter a little | 
too zealously, and [ am almost inclined to suspect 
my friend at some period of his life of having | 
played the part of a district attorney—a most re- 
spectable office indeed—from the zealous spirit he 
manifests on this occasion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
itis not in order thus to refer personally to a Sen- 





ator. 

Mr. FOOTE. Then [ really do not know what 
isinorder. Ido not know how a man can talk 
about anything than the conduct of a Senator when 
replying to him. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The gentleman 
was referring to what might have been the Sena- 
tor’s pursuits heretofore. 

Mr. FOOTE. I made no charge. I said that | 

| 





one might almost be inclined to suppose, from the | 
present zeal of the Senator, that he had formerly 
occupied the high and responsible station of dis- 
trict attorney. 1 should suppose that to be rather 
acompliment to him. If, however, it is discred- 
itable to have occupied the office of district attor- 
ney, then I confess I am in fault. However, if 
such is the opinion of the Chair, I will not pur- 
sue the matter further. {[ will say, then, that I 
considered my friend to have pressed this matter 
too rigidly, because he insists that we should, in 
the language of this amendment, take legal steps im- 
mediately —as if there was danger of some imagin- 
ary culprit’s fleeing beyond the reach of the law. 
Take steps immediately—have them seized at 
once—and have the penalties of the law enforced | 
against the criminals at once—that is the idea con- 
veyed. All this is calculated to create with many 
the impression that my friend from Wisconsin has | 
found some t criminality in the office, and that, | 
m order to a the offenders to justice, an imme- 
diate resort to the law is necessary. I can see no 
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does the Senator from Wisconsin seem to know; 
and therefore | am sure, as [ thought at first, that 
he has no personal motive to influence him at all. 
I appeal to him then, under the circumstances, if 
he knows as little of the case as | do, whether he 
is convinced it is altogether right to urge the Sen- 
ate to adopt an amendment which must necessarily 
have the effect of operating as a serious imputation 
upon the motives of these contractors? Certainly 
the amendment authorizes the presumption that 
there has been great and criminal misconduct on 
the part of these contractors, such as to make it 
necessary that the penalties of the contract should 
be enforced, and an example offered mainly for the 
yeh as I understood the Senator to urge, of 

ereafter deterring individuals contracting with the 
Government from a repetition of the offence. 
Being never inclined to judge harshly of men’s 
motives—being never disposed to bring charges 
which I am not positive can be substantiated— 
being always inclined, so far as a reasonable man 
can do, to judge the conduct of men with charity 
and with an equitable allowance for human infirm- 
ities, and with due regard to all the accidental cir- 
cumstances connected with the affairs of life, I, 
for one, am not prepared to take it for granted that 
the motives of these individuals are so bad as to 
render them obnoxious to the charge of being 
criminal offenders, and deserving as such of being 
immediately brought to jastice in the manner pro- 
vided for in this amendment. 

It seems to me that the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas is a good one in itself, and | 
am prepared to vote for it in its present form, 
or for the proposition as originally introduced, 
and I will give my reasons therefor. Neither my 
friend from Wisconsin nor myself pretend to 
know much about the principles of this case. The 
Committee on Printing, however, have had this 
whole subject before them; the chairman of the 
committee is somewhat experienced in matters of 
printing, and the whole subject has been closely 
investigated by them, | presume, and as the re- 
sult of their labors we have this amendment. | 
think the Senate should, under the circumstances, 
to a great extent be prepared to defer to the judg- 
ment of a committee like this, remarkable for its 
diligence and skill in the performance of its labors. 
For myself, I certainly am not fully informed in 
regard to this matter, and therefore, after the ex- 
amination which I am certain has been bestowed 
upon ii by the Committee on Printing, I am will- 
ing to follow their lead in regard to it. At all 
events, | am not disposed rigidly and unkindly, 
without due investigation, and without stronger 
reasons therefor than I have heard this morning, 
to vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, conveying, as | am convinced it does, 
such serious imputations on these contractors. 

And now, if I have said anything unkind or 
uncourteous to the Senator from Wisconsin, | beg 
his pardon, and that of the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER, (in his seat.) Certainly not. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 was glad to hear the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi say that he was inclined to 
go with the printing committee, and that he had 
| full reliance upon them. Now, it happens that 

the printing committee rejected this amendment of 
the Senator from Arkansas, and it is not the prop- 
osition of the printing committee at all. It does 
not come to the Senate with the sanction of that 
committee. I must also be permitted to say that I 


do not see the iniquity or the crying injustice of 


enforcing contracts entered into under the circum- 


stances in which this was. How was it made? 


Was it with men who did not understand what they 


were doing? Did they not know precisely the terms 
on which they were to have the work executed, 


and the penalties if they did not? Most certainly. 


Upon what ground, then, can they ask a recision 
of the contract thus made? The Senator from Mis- 
sissippi says that there is no evidence that the con- 
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finished our legislation on California, and we have 
not yet received this information. 
has been misconduct; and by whom has it been 
committed? Not by those inexperienced, by those 
who did not know what they were doing. There 
is no pretence that they were taken in. They 
took the contract, knowing they could not execute 
iton the terms agreed upon. They took it, no 
doubt, as was intimated by the Senator from Wis- 
consin, relying on the generosity of Congress to 


Yes, sir, there 


give them additional compensation. 

The Senator from Mississippi said it would be 
acting the part of a Shylock for the Senate to en- 
force a contract of that sort. Sir, we have duties 
to perform besides feeding men from the public 
crib. One of those duties which we owe to our 
constituents is to watch over the public treasury 
and see that the money goes out of it for honest 
purposes. This amendment will not put less than 
$50,000 into the hands of these contractors, for it 


does not stop with merely releasing them from 


their contract. 


We must go on and pay them a 
bonus. 


And for what? For not doing their work 


as they ought to have done, and as they contracted 


todo. The amendment says “for all work not 
yet delivered and paid for they shall receive the 
same compensation as shall be awarded to the 
persons who may be selected by Congress to exe- 
cute the remainder of the work.”” They have 
been paid for none of the Senate work as yet, 
and they are to receive not less than $50,000 by the 
operation of this amendment. And for what are 
we called upon to give itto them? Because they 
have kept from us the information necessary for 
our accurate and proper legislation. 1 am in favor 
of the amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin, 
and we do not want any evidence to prove that 
there has been misconduct. The complaints that 
are daily made, and what we see all around us, is 
sufficient evidence of that fact. 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish to observe that I have 
been very much misunderstood by my friend from 
Alabama. At any rate, | feel that | have a little 
more right now to ask that he coéperate with me in 
this matter. It does so happen that I spoke in favor 
of the amendment of the Senator from Arkansas, 
and said it was, as | understood it to be, the prop- 
osition of the committee. | acknowledge what 
1 said at the time, and if the Senator from Alabama 
will look into the matter more closely, he will find 
that the amendment of the Senator from Arkansas 
is, in all substantial respects, the proposition 
of the cominittee. It proposes to do the same 
thing precisely, in a somewhat more convenient 
mode. I confess my preference for the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Arkansas, but | do 
not care a great deal whether it or the proposi- 
tion of the committee be adopted. 1 prefer the 
amendment of the Senator from Arkansas, mainly 
because it allows us to exercise somewhat more 
of our own judgment in regard to the individuals 
who are to do the work, than would be the case 
under the proposition of the committee. I am op- 
posed to thé amendment of the Senator from 
Wisconsin, for certain reasons which I have stated, 
and which reasons, the Senator from Alabama 
will permit me to say, | have not yet heard an- 
swered. | decline going into the discussion as to 
the criminality of the contractors, for reasons 
which I think onght to be perfectly satisfactory. 
1 am not sufficiently acquainted with the facts in 
the case, and prefer, therefore, to rely on the judg- 
ment of the committee who have examined them. 
I intend, however, to find out the real facts of the 
case, and give them the fullest scrutiny before I 
vote definitively. 1 am now engaged in certain 
proceedings which | trust will supply me with full 
and accurate information in regard to this subject, 
and when | obtain that information, it may hap- 
pen that I shall concur with the Senator from 
Alabama, but at present my information does not 
enable me to unite with him in support of the 
amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin, which 


tract has not been executed. Why, there is evi- 


dence of the fact all around us. Who of us has yet 
received the President’s message and the accompa- 
nying documents, the very things upon which we 
are required to legislate? These are not here. Is 
not that evidence of misconduct? Is that not evi- 
dence that the contract has not been fulfilied? What 
stronger evidence is wanted than the fact that we 
are not able to procure a single document at the 
time we want it. At the very beginning of the 
session a resolution was adopted calling for inform- 
ation in relation to California. We have nearly 


harm myself in the amendment offered by the Sen- | 
ator from Arkansas; and | must say that it does 
seem to me that we cannot adopt this amendment | 
of the Senator from Wisconsion, under all the at- | 
tendant circumstances, without the risk of doi 
some injustice. At any rate, | am not prepared, 
without due ascertainment of the facts, to judge of 
the motives of these contractors harshly, nor do I 
lieve that they have acted criminally. I know 
Rothing of the particulars of the contract, nor 


re. 





I understand absolutely to adjudge the question 
of the criminality cf the contractors. I wish to 
look into the case before | pronounce them to be 
officially unworthy to the extent which | conceive 
them to be charged by the Senator from Wiscor « 
sin. Furthermore, | wish to be satisfied that, even 
if they have failed to fulfill their contract, it is 
consistent with the dignity of the nation that wa 
should pursue them to the extent which is pro- 
posed by the Senator from Wisconsin. I am op- 
posed to that amendment, because it adjudicates 
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upon the facts of the case, where they have not 
been sufficiently investigated. Certainly, if they 
have been guilty of a dereliction of duty, | am as 
willing a8 any one that they should be punished 
in some way, but] am not willing to take it for 
granted, before a full investigation of the facts, 
that they have been thus guilty, 

Mr. BORLAND. I rise but to make one or 
two explanatory remarks, on one or two points 
on which there appears to be some misunder- 
standing. I stated im the beginning that the com- 
mitice had no other view in making their report, 
nor had L any other view in offering my amend- 
ment, than to obviate in some way the evils and 
incouvemences arising from the fact that under the 
present arrangement the public printing could not 
be executed in the time in which we wanted it. 
The committee on printing, to satisfy themselves 
so that there could be no doubt in regard to the 
fact, ascertained from actual inquiry and examina- 
tion, that, ander the present arrangement, it was 
impossible that the prinung could be executed as 
we desired it, and for the reason that there is now 
ordered by Congress a much larger amount of 
printing than ever was the case, or than the print- 
ers anucipated, and were prepared for. It is 
impossivie for any one prinung establishment in 
the city to do the work. That 1s the main cause 
of the difficulty, The committee, | will say further, 
did* not believe the contract had been violated— 
thatis, in the usual sense of the word violation; 
the contractors had failed to fulfill it, but under 
circumstances which made a failure inevitable. 
They ascertained the fact that the work under the 
present arrangement could not be dune. Well, 
the next step to take was to ascertain how it could 
be done, and what sort of a contact could be made 
to have it done, Upon inquiry it was asceriained 
that no one office in the city, however large, could 
dott, and thattt would then require the most exten- 
sive offices at least in the city to do the work in 
anything hike the ume. ‘That is a fact which they 
ascertuned from the testimony of the leading 
printers and publishers in the eny. That it could 
not be deve by any one establishment, and only 
by two establishments, when they acted in con- 
cert, or as one office. ‘That with two such estab- 
lishments with the whole amount of the work 
given to them, acting mm concert, in this way only, 
they asctertained, could the work be executed tu 
proper time. These two facts being ascertained, 
the course before the committee was a very plain 
one, and they reported the resoluuon which has 
been read, ampowering the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate and the Clerk of tue House, acting together, 
to employ persous to du the work ata fixed rate— 
that is, at arate twenty per cent. less than the raies 
of 1819. Ldittered with the comnuttee on the de- 
tutls of this plan—that is, as to the proper manner 
of employing these printers. The committee pro- 
posed to have them employed by the officers of the 
Senate and the House, and my proposition pro- 
posed that Congress should ajpoimt them, allow- 
ing them the same rates of compensation as were 
proposed by the committee, As to the manner 
of ihe appomtment of the printers, the commitice 





and myself, therefore, did not agree. My prop- | 


osition diflers in another parucular from the 
report of the committee, or, rather, it goes fur- 
ther. It provides that the contract now in exist- 
ence should be abrogated, and that there should be 
a mutual relinquishment, on the part of Congress 
and the public printers, of all clams for damages, 
and all penalties provided in the bond. The com- 
mittee did not object to that, but did not deem it 
necessary to include it in the resolution, supposing 
that it would follow as a matter of course, or that 
it would be a subject of subsequent action. They 
did not deem i necessary, therefore, to embody it 
in their proposition at the time. Ldeemed it best 
to setile the whole question at once, and, therefore, 
1 made my proposition a litle more comprehen- 
sive, but not different, in thatrespect. Any prop- 
osition that looks toa continuation of the contract 
system, | think to be radically wrong. I have con- 
sidered this matter very thoroughly, and with some 
experience im matters of printing; and this conclu- 
sion has also been fully justified by my observa- 
tion of the workings of the contract system in Con- 
gress, | have come to the conclusion that under 
this contract system there will alwaye be difficul- 
ties growing up. 1 will not trouble the Senate with 
going into the reasons which have brought me to 
this conclusion, for it would be a tedious process 


i 
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to bring forward all the facts that | have examined 
on this subject. My opinion is, that in order to 
have the public priiting done in a proper manner 
and in due time, respectable men, whom Congress | 


i 
' 


can know to have the means at hand, and to pos- || 


sess the requisite capital and skill, should be em- | 
ployed by Congress to do the work at a fixed rate. 
That idea is embodied in the proposition of the 
committee as well asin my own. We have as- 
certained, by inquiry from the oldest and most ex- 
perienced printers and publishers in this city, that 
a fair rate of compensation—and the committee 


would be a fair and adequate compensation for the 


work done—would be a sum to be ascertained by || 


deducting 20 per cent. from the*rates paid under 
the resolution of 1819. It may be, sir, that the 
work can be done for something less, and the com- | 
mittee do not insist, with any perunacity, upon 
the precise amount fixed in the resoluuon. Some 
amount had to be fixed, and we thought, under all 
the circumstances, that would be the proper 
amount, Sull,if any lower rates are proposed, | 
under which it is certain the work can be properly | 
done, the committee will have no objection. 


matter shall assume a form upon which we can 


vote. I do not rise to make any lengthened re- | 





|| results from this: that the Governmen 
were unwilling to adopt any other rate than what || 


_ || which he knows will not furnish remunerai; 
Mr. BUTLER. | am very anxious that this || 


; 





April 25, 
| was connected with the political press o ; 


A great many exceptions were taken to 
| nection, and the project has been fro 


f the City, 
that con. 

lime ty 
ht to have 
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time suggested that the Government ous 
an establishment, and employ its own agents tod 
the work. For myself, 1 am inclined to th; . 
that is the best mode of doing the work that a 
be adopted, _— 
As to the system of contracts to which thes 
ator from Arkansas objects, Congress itself oe 
blame for the existence of the objection to i, I 
th 
in the habit of making contracts at a eae 
rate, with persons who have engaged to perform 
the public labor, and then, instead of rie . 
foremg the contracts into which those parties ma 
have entered, you have let them off, and iaineg 
petitions for compensation from them. By your 
conduct here, in many cases, Government hag 
aid agreat deal more than the contract authorized 
he consequence of thia state of things is, tha: is 
is a fraud on the bona fide bidder, who would con. 
tract at fair prices for his labor, because he js yp. 
derbid by some person who contracts at a rate 


idly en. 


. : . on 
but with the expectation of appealing to Congres, 


to make up the deficiency and loss that he has 
sustained. Now, sir, a year or two ago we had 


marks; but it seems to me that this matter of con- || hundreds and thousands of dollars to pay on a 


tract simply resolves itself into this: we may either 


by mutual consent—Congress on the one side and | 
ihe contractors on the other—abrogate the present | 
| contract for the public printing, or we may take it | 


away from them by force, supersede them and 


employ others, and leave them to their remedy. If | 
we do it by mutual consent, there is an end to the | 


contract, and we can make another with them, or 


contract with others in their place. If itis taken || 
from them without their consent, they may make || 


ita matter of complaint, and claim damages for 


| this violent interference with their contract. My 
| preference is to terminate the contract by mutual 


consent; not that | would excuse them for the in- 


convenience they have produced, but because it is | 
| the shortest method of terminating those inconve- | 


niences. You employ a carpenter to build a house; 


| if there is a mutual release from the terms of the 


| contract, the matter ends: but if you drive him off | 


and employ another, then he may sue you or not, 
as he chooses. ‘That is the principle. Then the 
other proposition advanced by the Senator from 
Arkansas is, that instead of being let out by con- 


tract, the work shall be performed by certain per- || 
| sons, to be appointed under certain fixed rates of | 


compensation. Now, I am somewhat inclined 
myself to favor the contract system; but my friend 


| from Arkansas, who has thorouvhly examined the 


subject, and for whose opinions | have the greatest | 


respect, thinks this to be the best way, and I am, 
therefore, disposed to waive my views and adopt 
his. ‘These being my views, 
take the vote at once. 


In regard to enforcing these penalties, which the | 


Senator from Wisconsin seems disposed to do in 
his resolution, | think that a lawsuit would be 
mere litigation without any profit, except to have 
litigation. It might be serviceable, as | have no 
doubt he intends it, to be held in lerrorem as an 
inducement to the regard of other contracts; and 


in that point of view | do not disapprove of it. 
| But, so far as the actual result is concerned, | 


think we would get no profit from it. 1 think, | 
therefore, the shortest way to be the best, though | 


| Lam reluctant to relieve contractors in this way 


in any case except where it is uecessarily imposed 
onus. The real question is, whether the work 
shali be given out by contract, where ail may com- 
pete, or whether 1t shall be given to Gales & 
Seaton and the Union office. That is the secret 


| of the whole matter and the common understand- 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i} 
i 
id 


ing. My friend from Arkansas has told us why 
this is necessary, and it is only from the fact that 
any other course will afford no immediate relief 
that | give it my vote. I was prepared to abrogate 
the contract and allow others to do the work upon 
such rates as the chairman of the Printing Com- 
mittee and the persons inclined to contract for the 
work should agree, and was about to offer an 
amendment carrying out that idea. 1 will not do 
it, however, and hope the vote may at once be taken. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. On this matter of pub- 
lic printing Congress has, for the last fifieen years, 
at various times been called upon to act. At the 
commencement of my congressional experience it 


aim prepared to || 


| contract of this sort. The pretext in that case 
was, that the cholera had affected the hands, anq 
perhaps there was some ground for the interyo- 
sition of Congress; but that is not the only case 
of the kind. My position on the Commiitee of 
Claims has given me a knowledge of many other 
cases of the kind. 1 will instance that of the New 
| York custom-house. ‘The individual in that case 
who had made the contract to supply the stone and 
marble for that building, lost money; he appiied to 
| Congress, and was remunerated; but the act for 
his benefit not coming up to what he thought just 
compensation, he applied again and again for ad. 
ditional remuneration. These things are of consiant 
occurrence, and result from the practice of the Gov- 
ernment in allowing bidders to make contracts at 
unfair rates of compensation, and afterwards un- 
| dertaking to pay what is just and reasonable. |t 
operates precisely as I have stated. It isa fraud on 
| the honest bidder, who puts in a bid which he ex- 
a would enable him to execute the contract. 
| The only remedy is a rigid adherence to the cou- 
tract. If we cannot get along by enforcing the con- 
tracts rigidly, and obliging bidders to put in such 
bids as they can live by and are able to do the 
| work at, then it seems to me our best remedy is 
, to employ some one who shall be in truth the 
| printer for the Government, establish a Govern- 
ment press, and furnish him with funds to enable 
him to do the public printing. [ am sausfied 
that a system of that sort, if we had time to carry 
it out, would be an immense saving to the Gov- 
ernment—an immense saving on the prices al- 
_lowed by the resolutions of 1819. Whether it 
could be executed for the present Congress, | am 
not sufficiently informed to say. 1 suppose it 
could not be; the present emergency could not 
| perhaps be met by a system of that sort, and we 
| must therefore adopt some other system for the 
present. If we adoptsome other system, without 
the contract now existing being executed—if we 
take away the printing from the individuals who 
have failed to execute their coniract, it is an abro- 
gation of the contract on our part on account of 
their failure to fulfill it, and they will have no 
remedy hereafter. Still | should prefer, if it could 
| be arranged, that there should be an understanding 
with them, at the time the work is taken away 
from them, that this contract is to be at an end. 
There is a good deal of force in the remarks made 
by the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Ciemens,| 
that we ought not, by this amendment, to offer a 
| premium for the violation of the contract, and to 
| say in the amendment to these individuals, * lt is 
true you have made a bad bargain; you have un- 
| dertaken the work at a price which you cannot 
do it, and must have known you could not do il; 
and now, in consideration of that, we will pay 
you what the officers of the Senate may allow (0 
those hereafter to be employed.’? That is the 
|| state of things which I want to obviate. [tis our 
| toleration of things of that sort that offers a pre- 
mium to persons to make fraudulent bids, and thus 
to underbid and drive away individuals who would 
|| be willing to undertake the work at a fair price; 
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you drive these people off and place them out of | sult will be found to cover the whole ground. I 


competition, and then, when you find out your | called to my aid also the very able and elaborate | 


errors ) 
aking | 
known t - 7 ‘ 
ad we should set our faces against it, and only 


he work at prices at which they must have 


iow individuals to put in such bids as they can || 
7 | have not given my attention to this | 
subject, as the Senator from Arkarsas [Mr. Bor- 


stand by. 


tuxp] has, and | suppose the suggestion [ have 
naie would not be a present remedy. The only 


rem 
Hy 


put, at all events, Lam for taking it from them 
yow, and making a change, such as I have sug- 
gested, hereafier. 

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. Pr 
this, | believe, the second experiment in the history 
of this Government of letting out the congres- 
sional printing on contract, has thoroughly failed; 
and that it has been demonstrated to every observ- 
ing man that the failure now is a litle more com- 
plete than it was before the resolutions of 1819, 


when it was blamed as the very worst system | 


under the Government. Recently, however, a fit 


of economy has seized upon the Senate, and we | 
have tried it again, and this time, I believe, the | 


failure is admitted by every one to be complete. 


lfeel, in common with all the other gentiemen || 


who have spoken on this occasion, the great in- 


convenience of not having access to the public | 


documents. We have now come to the time 
when we must establish some permanent system, 
and one upon a better footing than the present 
system. 4 
of electing printers for the respective Houses of 


Congress, and giving them a fair, liberal, and am- | 


ple compensation for the discharge of their duties, 


I think, Mr. President, that | 


you compensate these individuals for under- | 


hey could not do it. This is all wrong, | 


report made by Mr. Evans, of Maine, then a mem- 
ber of the other House, and of Mr. Rice Garland, 
of the other House. Itisone of consummate ability. 
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I simply rise to say that T 
hope the Senator from North Carolina will not per- 


| sist in his proposition to recommit these resolu- 


| It estimates the cost of printing for the legislative || 
and executive departments of the Government for | 


i should infinitely prefer the old mode |, 


under the restrictions contained in the joint reso- || 


lution of 1819, with any additional amendment | 


which experience may suggest as an improvement. 


But, sir, there isa plan which [ considered much | 


some eight or ten years ago, which | should pre- 
fer incomparably to either one or all of them. 

| will premise, sir, that I desire to see these res- 
olutions recommitted to the Committee on Print- 
ing, with some instructions which I will propose, 
unless another gentleman should offer them, to ex- 
amine into and report upon the whole subject in 
all its bearings. Whatever measures we may 


adopt now to meet the present emergency will be | 
Some temporary measure || 
1 care very little | 


of atemporary nature. 
willhave to be resorted to. 
what itis. T should be willing to be very liberal 
in the compensation that 1 would give for the 
work, which is now so much behindhand, and I 
would arrange this contract in almostany way that 
does not tend to bankrupt the treasury. 


for, is to be paid for at the rate of the resolutions 
of 819. If thisamendment should prevail, | esti- 


mate that the abrogation of this ruinous contract, | 
which | understand causes a weekly loss to the 


1 see, | 
however, that in one of these amendments it is | 
proposed that all the printing that has been deliv- | 
ered out, and that has not been returned and paid | 


contractor of $1,000, would increase the cost of | 


the printing already ordered to not less than thirty 
or fifty thousand dollars. 
beneficial way of getting rid of a bad contract. 
However, sir, for a mere temporary arrangement, 
lam willing to agree to almost any plan which 
shall be suggested by the experience of the com- 
mittee. But we must have a permanent system, 
and | think the only competing measures are for 
the Government to establish a press of its own to 
do all the congressional printing, or to resort to 
the old mode of electing printers for each House. 
A great deal may be said in favor of both plans. 
| know there would be a great difficulty in sup- 
porting some of the political presses here, if they 
did not receive some help in the way of public 
printings but L am sometimes ata loss to know 
What benefit some of the political presses confer 
Upon the country. 

As | intend to make a motion upon this subject, 
call the attention of the chairman of the com- 


mittee to a report which was made to this body in | does the Senator wish to be made of the subject | 
1842. The whole matter had been referred to a 
committee of which | was then chairman. I called 
tomy assistance the mostexperienced practical men 
that | could find, not only in this city but in the 
neighboring cities. ‘The report which was the re- 





That would be a very | 


1 
1} 
| 


| 
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| very difficult for them to get along at ail. 


ten years, the cost of binding for the several depart- 
ments, and the annual cost of the printing and 


| keeping up an establishment capable of doing the 
work of the Government; all of which were made | 
edy at present, therefore, is to put the work || 
‘o the hands of some one who can get it done, 
snd to take it from the present contractors; if that | 
can be done with their consent, well and good; | 


out by practical men who knew perfecuy well 
what they were about. It will be seen that the 


an Official manager for the purpose of accomplish- | 


ing all the work- of thigg kind, not the printing 


only, but also the lithographing and preparing of 
|| maps, which have hitherto cost the Government 
| such an enormous quantity of money, entirely 
| disproportionate to any benefit derived trom them, 


or to any labor expended in their execution, By 


| adopting a system of this kind, taking the standard 
| of money paid for printing for the two or three 


years preceding the election of General Harrison, 
you will make a reduction in the outlay of the 


factorily done, of from thirty to fifty per cent., and 
pay for the whole expense of erecting buildings 


| and procuring an establishment in two or three 


years. I intend to move to recommit these reso- 


| Government, for work more efficiently and satis- | 


lutions, in order that the committee may inquire | 


into the whole matter; and I call their attention to 
this report, which was prepared after as minute 
an examination as | was able to give the subject, 
and with the assistance of the experienced practical 
men that | was able to call to my aid. ‘There is 


but one single objection to the plan, and that is, | 


| that it would be almost impossible to maintain any 


political presses here. There is very little food for 
the press here; it finds better support in large 
cities-——-in Philadelphia, New York, and Boston; 
and if you abstracted from the political presses in 
the District the patronage derived from the Ex- 
ecutive departments and from Congress, it will be 
Y Well, 
sir, ] have no doubt the committee. will take that 


| into consideration, and estimate the value of the 
| various presses here. 
|| opinion upon that point, as | do not desire to raise | 
| feelings which are not germane to this subject, and 

which are not required in the consideration of this | 


1 shall not express any 


question. 


| did not design it for a permanent arrangement. 


tions to the Committee on Printing at the present 
time; and for this reason: The committee have 
made this report as a temporary measure. ae 
will state further to the Senator from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. Mancum] that | have had the report to 
which he refers, made in 1842, under conswera- 


| tion, and have examined it tully; and | concur fully 


| with him in his opinion of it, and of the propriety 
whole could be put under the superintendence of || 


of adopting a plan of that sort. The objection [ 
have to the recommitment is, that it woud delay 
the matter for two or three weeks, asl am the 
only member of the committee now in the city, and 
it would be some time before we could have a meet- 
ing to consider the matter. 

Mr. MANGUM. I have no desire to produce 


delay. As, however, the fluor was yielded b> the 
| Senator from South Carolina for a moment only, 
| 1 will move that the further consideration of this 


subject be nostponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator allow me to 
make an explanation ? 

Mr. MANGUM withdrew his motion. 

Mr. FOOTE. | simply rise to make a very 


| shortexplanation in regard to a spectal point newly 


| Sprung up in this debate. 


1 certainty was not 
aware, noram | now convinced of it, although tt 
has been intim.ted by the Senator from North 
Carolina, that if the amendment of the Senator 
from Arkansas were adopted, it would impose on 
the Government a large pecuniary loss; fiom 


| fifty to one hundred thousand dollars | believe to 


be the amount stated. 

Mr. MANGUM. 
thousand dollars, 

Mr. FOOTE. I have not looked into this mat- 
ter, but I think the Committee on Printing, who 
have looked into it, can hardly have made such a 
mistake. I rose simply fer the purpose of stating 


1 said from thirty to fifty 


that I certainly entertain no such impression of 


| the hands of any persons. 


the amendment, and I should be very much op- 
posed to throwing such a large amount of profit, 
to which they are not legitimately entitled, into 
As | said betore, [ 
have supported this amendment chiefly from the 


|| respect and deference which | entertain for the 


1 will say, in reference to the report to which I | 


have referred, that ample materials were collecied, 
and collected from the most reliable sources. The 
report was drawn up by a friend of mine, as | had 
been temporarily transferred from the floor to the 
seat youoccupy. I think the report is well worthy 
the attention of the Senate, and that with such 


improvements as subsequent experience may sug- | 


gest, the plan it recommends will be found more 
economical, and far more efficient and disconnected 
with party politics of all kinds. The Senate will, 
however, have to resort to some temporary plan. 
| would agree to almost anything that might be pro- 
posed. And in relation to those gentlemen who have 


| made this very ruinous contract, | am willing to 


deal with them in the most liberal spirit; for, though | 
they may be liable to some censure, and may, in 

their anxiety to get possession of this work, have | 
bid at a lower rate than they could possibly do the | 


work at, relying on the never-failing generosity of 


| they think right and proper. 


Committee on Prinung, and for its chairman, who 
have examined the matter and recommended what 
I trust, in common 
with other gentlemen, that hereafter, if these res- 
olutions should be recommitted, and a new report 


| made, or if, in the course of this debate, we shall 


obtain full information on the subject, my mind 
will be open to any facts that may Le presented in 


| a legitimate and satisfactory form; and I shall en- 


deavor, uncommiued as | now am in reference to 


| this measure, to act under all the circumstances in 
| a becoming and equuable manner. 


Mr. MANGUM. The Senator from Missis- 


| sippi has misunderstood me; | did not speak pos- 
| itively as to the difference which this amendment 


| would make. 


It was a mere zuess, an estimate, 


| though I think rather under than over the mark. 


the Senate when using other people’s money, [a |) 
laugh,} yet 1 would set aside all that, and deal | 


with them in a most liberal spirit; for 1 do think 


man’s labor for less than an ample equivalent. But | 


let that pass. I move that the resolutions be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Printing, with instruc- 
tions to report a plan for the permanent adoption 
of Congress. 

Mr. BUTLER. 


I will now move that the Sen- | 


Nor did I suppose that such was the purpose or 
intention of the amendment, but merely that it 
was susceptible of Such an interpretation, which 
might be corrected by changing the phrase ology. 
1 repeat that | am willing to agree to anything tor 
temporary purposes, and if it will at all embarrass 
the subject | will withdraw my motion to recom- 


| mit, in order that the subject may be postponed, 
that it is totally unworthy of this body either to | 
exact the extremest penalty for any failure in the || 
discharge of the contract, or to desire to get any | 


ate proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- | 


ness, as it does not seem likely that this matter 
will be disposed of to-day. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. What disposition | 


now pending? 
Mr. BUTLER. 
for the present. 
Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator withdraw 
it for a single moment, for an explanation? 


I move that it lie on the table 


and that we may go into Executive session. 
The motion to recommit was then withdrawn, 
Mr. CLEMENS. 1 am very anxious that this 


matter should be disposed of, and | would suggest 
if it would not be the Letter way to go into Execu- 


' before the subject is again under diacussion. 


live session with a postponement, so that may 
come up the first thing to-morrow as unfinished 
business 

Mr. BUTLER. Let it be passed over infor 
mally. 

Mr. WALKER. I do not rise to interpose any 
objection, but merely to call the attention of the 
Senator from Arkansas and the Senate to one 

int in the amendment, that they may consider it 
One 
part of the amendment proposes to pay for the 
printing already done, but not yet returned and 
paid for, according to the resolution of 1819, de- 


- ducting 20 per cent. 
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The SPEAKER said Monday was resolution CENSUS BILL. — — 














ss Mr 
to explain? I have certainly been very unfortu- || day. . ; Mr. VINTON said, it was evident . 
nate in expressing my aie I did pot mean Mr. STANLY said, that as he desired to offer a || House was not prepared to close the aon = “i 
to pay at that rate for the printing that has been resolution on Soeeye and could not under the || census bill at the time designated in the resolu; e as 
done, but for the printing that is to be done. rules avail himself of any other opportunity, he of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ty ion ' ; 
Mr. WALKER. That is one rt of the || would move to amend the resolution by striking || son,] and he (Mr. V.) desired to call the Gee whe 
amendment; the point to which I allude is that || out “* Monday” and inserting ‘* Tuesday.”’ of the Speaker to the fact that the gentleman — s 
which provides payment for prioting already done, The SPEAKER stated the amendment. _ Georgia [Mr. Seerese had moved that the Pa = 
but not yet alk tek, lt would place us in rather Mr. INGE suggested, that as the census bill had || lution be laid on the table. tab . 
an awkward position if the printers should come been made the special order for every day until Thé question, “ Shall this resolution be laid 9 bes 
forward and say, it is dll done, but we only disposed of, it would still be the privileged busi- || the table ?”’ was then put to the House. ’ Mi 
wanted to get a higher price for the work. I || ness on Monday, and would take precedence over The Speaker said, the ayes appeared to have it leas 
really would not be surprised if this were to be || other business. Nothing, therefore, would be || Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for had 
the case. It is impossible that all the power || gained by the gentleman from North Carolina || the yeas and nays; which were ordered. “J 
presses have been going in this city, and yet that far. Sranty] by insisting on his amendment. r. BAYLY desired the Speaker to state X 
3 none of this work has been done. It would NEW MEXICO-AND DESERET. || when the resolution proposed to terminate the or 
re be rather a queer fix that we should be got into, if Mr. STRONG rose fhd said, that some weeks | debate. | 
F we found that the printing was all done, and that || ago a special order of the day had been assigned | The SPEAKER. On Monday next at ong ba 
the printers were only waiting to get a higher price || for Monday next. He desired to be informed by || 0’clock. s 
for their work; but it is singular, indeed, if more || the Chair, what would be the effect upon that The question, *¢ Shall the resolution be laid y 0 Jotio 
of this printing is not done than has yet been || order if the debate on this special order of the | the table ?”’ was then again taken and the Vote stood pe 
Siliceend census bill should not terminate before Monday? || —yeas 76, nays 76; as follows: fuse 
Mr. FOOTE. I rise to say, that so far as cer- The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Biy = 
tain gentlemen are concerned, the Senator from || this special order on the census bill takes prece- pore § Bissell, Bocock, J. P. Caldwell, Campbell, Chandi. BS 
Wisconsin is mistaken, if he intends to make al- || dence over the special order made for Monday | Wok Fibone - erst fama grad, User, A. Evans, h 
lusion to them, or if he intends to suggest that || next. | Haralson, 1G. neve, Heute. Hoagland, Holliday ee : 
those gentlemen could be guilty of such enormi- Mr. INGE. And over the regular order of || Hubbard, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, Kerr, G. G. King ce 
ties. I feel authorized to say, from an intimate || business? La Sére, Leffler, Matteson, R. M. McLane, McMullen, Ma. tio! 


knowledge of the parties, and from conversation I 


The SPEAKER. Until disposed of it will take | 
have had with them in reference to this matter— 


Queen, Millson, Mogre, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Ojjs the 
precedence over all business. 


Otis, Outlaw, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Risiey, Root reft 
Ross, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Stanly, Frederick ?, sia,’ 





not upon these particular points, but upon the 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 





I move sess | 


ton, R. H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Sweetser 





wor 


| » Thomas 
eneral bearings of the proposition now before the || the resolution be laid on the table. cemrmen,. Taste Vins wat Watkins, Wear . 
onan, that the parties concerned and supposed to Mr. STRONG asked the unanimous consent of || “Nays Messrs. Albectson, Alexander TaGaaC nes = 
be interested, are incapable of such enormities as || the House to say a few words. Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, W" res 
have been suggested, which would be alike dis- No objection having been made, J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, C. Butler, J. Cable, Calvin, Ca. rec 
graceful to them and to the country, and would Mr. 8. said that the special order made for Mon- Clon Beit eke Gentes en Conger, Corwin, fee 
justly awaken the indignation and disgust of the |} day next did not provide that the business assigned || jer, Giddings, Gundense, Gould “Haapton, ‘Harlan’ LL Sp 
public. 1 know the parties referred to intimately, || for that day should continue to be the special order || Harris, Hibbard, Houston, Howe, Inge, W. T. Jackson, A. the 
and | know that itis impossible that such a scheme || from day to day until it should have been disposed || Johnson, John A. King, Preston King, Littlefield, Mason, th 
as that described could ever have entered into || of. It was supposed at the time the order was Peedit’ Visiecx ach es guar h aoe - 

their minds. ‘ made, that it could easily have been disposed of in || Rose, Rumsey, Shepverd, Silvester, Spaulding, Heseee 
The subject was then passed over informally, || one day. Stetson, Strong, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, James ‘l'homp. an 

by unanimous consent of the Senate. Mr. CROWELL requested the gentleman from || 808, John B. Thompson, Willian Thompson, Tuck, Under- 
it was then moved that when the Senate ad- || Pennsylvania [Mr. Strone] to state what the || ll, Van Dyke, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, and Wildrick di 
pase it adjourn to meet _ mapas ner, special order which had been assigned for Monday The vote being 4 tie, 

division was called for, and resulted—ayes || next was? : : 

22, noes 9. Mr. STRONG. It relates to the rights of cer- || °°, 5° EAKER voted in the affirmative, 3 
So the motion was carried. tain persons claiming seats in this House, as Del- And the nest ek eee laid sien ae bl jc 
On motion of Mr. BUTLER, the Senate pro- || egates from the Territories of New Mexico and |} 6, weuaions * us telined ce 3 87 es sal 7 

ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, || Deseret. I suppose that the special order on the || 4+ when the Ho. ss ealon aaa dio ao 

and after some time spent therein, the doors were || census bill will override the special order on this oa Moaday next . wae . 

reopened, territorial question, and that the latter, having been 6 Payr 

od the Senate adjourned. assigned for Monday only, will cease to be a spe- | PRIVATE BILLS. 4 
SO ee cial order. Under these circumstances, I hope the nate oes nee os re Srenere $ vs I 

House will consent . iva 8s on e peaker 8 e€ as nad here- 
Byatt rt orerainnage ee Mr. MORSE (interposing) desired to ask a we reported from the Committee of the : 

° ’ ; uestion. ole, 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. ’ Mr. STRONG yielding the floor— The bill for the relief of Solomon T. Nicol and 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. Mr. MORSE desired to be informed whether sone eee of the oo eee Sore gong 

: the special order for Monday next was no{ a priv-.|| @P order, was read by its title; when | 
The SPEAKER announced the regular business tame question—a momian.a a higher order— Mr. THOMAS objected to its consideration. , 
to be private bills reported from the Committee of oa The SPEAKER aaid. this being obiection da 

the Whole, on the Speaker's table. eing the right of a person to a seat as a Repre- he bill will {i ’ g 0b) y; 

; sentative on this floor? It was his impression that || ‘#€ Dill will lie over. 
THE CENSUS BILL. that question would take precedence over all other || __ The following bills were severally read a second 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose to a || business. time and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
privileged question. He desired to offer a resolu- The SPEAKER stated that the proper time to || '"8> and being engrossed, were read the third time 


tion providing that all debate in Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the bill from 
the Senate, providing for the taking of the seventh 
census, should cease on Monday next, at one 
o'clock, unlesa it should sooner be brought toa 
close; and that the committee should then pro- 
ceed to vote on all amendments pending, or that 
might be offered. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. T. expressed his desire to say a word or 
two in explanation. 

Mr. SPEAKER aaid unanimous consent would 
be required. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. T., in a remote part of the Hall, made a 
remark or two, of which only.a word here and 
there could be heard by the reporter. Mr. T. 
was understood to say, that upon consultation with 
a number of gentlemen, he had determined again 
to offer this resolution. It would be recollected 
that, after the general debate had been closed, 
gentlemen would have an opportunity to offer any 
amendments which they might desire to present, 
and to make explanations under the five minutes’ 


rule. 

Mr. STANLY desired to be informed by the 
Speaker, whether Monday next was net resolu- 
tion day? 


decide that question would be on Monday. The 


Chair, however, had no doubt as to the effect of 


the special order of the census bill upon the other 
special order set apart for Monday. The former 
would override the latter. 

Mr. MORSE. It would override any ordinary 
business, but would it override a question of priv- 
ilege ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided ona 
former occasion, that the question was not a ques- 
tion of privilege; but these are questions to be 
formally decided as they shall properly come before 
the House, and not in an irregular manner, upon 
suggestions now. 

r. STRONG. I will detain the House but 
one moment. I hope the House will allow me to 
move that the special order which was made for 
Monday next, shall continue to be a special order 
until it shall have been disposed of, and that it 
may be taken up after the special order on the 
census bill shall have been disposed of. 

The SPEAKER said, unanimous consent would 
be required to allow the gentleman to make the 
motion. 

Mr. PRESTON KING objected. He desired 
(he said) to have a resolution Monday. 

Bethe motion of Mr. Srrose was not enter- 
tained. 





| 


| 


aetna 


and passed, viz: 
A bill for the relief of Brown & Tarbox; and 
A bill for the relief of James T. Graham. 
THE FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, rose, he said, to 
a privilege question. He wished to make a motion 
in relation to the joint resolution which had been 
reported yesterday from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, authorizing the President of the United 
States to accept and attach to the navy the two 
vessels offered by Mr. Henry Geineah, of New 
York, to be sent to the Arctic seas in search of 
Sir John Franklin and his companions. 

Before making the motion, he desired to be in- 
formed by the Speaker, whether, under the rules 
of the House, the resolution went upon the Speak- 
er’s table. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution goes upon 
the Speaker’s table, and takes its place, under the 
rule, in the regular order of business on the Speak- 
Me STANTON F rpose 

fr. . For the of getting 
the resolution before the Shaheen as ae ships 
composing this expedition expect to sail one day 
"the SPEAKER (i said rk 

e interposing) said, no remarks 
are in order. The gudeman will submit his 
motipn. 
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‘Mr. STANTON. I move to reconsider the 

te by which the House refused to lay the joint 
vr olution on the table. 
sr BAYLY rose to inquire of the Chair, 

nether that motion was debatable? 
“The SPEAKER said, it was not debatable. It 

as a motion to reconsider a motion to lay on the 
ble, and the original motion not being debata- 
ble therefore, the present motion was not. 

\r. JONES rose to inquire, whether his col- 
ieague, (Mr. Sranton,] who made this motion, 
had voted yesterday in favor of the motion to lay 
ihe joint resolution on the table? 

Mr. STANTON. No, [ voted against the mo- 
tion to lay on the table. : 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman voted with 

the majority. ; : 

Mr. JONES said, he understood that this reso- 
igtion was now upon the Speaker’s table. If the 
House should reconsider the vote by which it re- 
{sed to lay the joint resolution on the table, would 
the effect be to bring the resolution before the 

se? 

Ene SPEAKER (turning to the other side of 

the House, and who, therefore, was doubtfully 

heard) said, the effect would depend upon the ac- 
tion of the House. A motion had been made to lay 
the joint resolution on the table. The House had 
refused to lay it upon the table; and, by this ac- 
tion, the resolution had taken its place in the regular 
order of business on the Speaker’s table. The 
centleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stanton] now 
moved to reconsider the vote refusing to lay the 
resolution on the table. If the House refused to 
reconsider the vote, the question would not be af- 
fected at all. The resolution would still be on the 

Speaker’s table. If the House should reconsider 

the vote, the joint resolution would then be before 

the House, and the question would recur on the 
motion that the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, addressed 
an inquiry to the Chair, in reply to which, 

The SPEAKER said, if the motion to recon- 
sider should not prevail, the joint resolution will 
remain on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Ifthe motion does prevail, 
and the question should be taken on laying the 
joint resolution on the table, and that motion should 
not prevail 

The SPEAKER. Then the joint resolution 
will be before the House for its action. 

The SPEAKER then stated the question to be 
on the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
House had refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, and 
the Speaker having, in reply to a request of Mr. 
Preston Kine, again stated the question, 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid wpon the table. 

Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays. ° 

On a division, 27 members voted in favor of the 
demand, and 112 against it. 

Tellers (Messrs. McMutten, of Virginia, and 
Kine, of Rhode Island) were ordered. 

And the count having been again taken, 38 
aed in favor of the yeas and nays, and 94 against 
them. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question, ‘‘ Shall the motion to reconsider 
the resolution be laid upon the table ?’’ was then 
taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 71, nays 
94; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bayly, 
Beale, Binginam, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Joseph Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, 
Colcock, Daniel, Dunham, Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haratson, I. G. Harris, 8. W. 
Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holliday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, Lefflcr, Littlefield, Mason, McUlernand, McDowell, 
McLanahan, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Millson, 
Orr, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, A. H. Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thom ,; John B. Thompson, Toombs, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Wildriek, Wood, and Woodward—71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, 
Bocoek, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, B Buel, Burrows, 
Chester Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Catvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deburry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, 
Dunean, Durkee, Alex. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, 
Gentry, Gondenow, Gould, Halloway, Ham»ton, Harlan, 
faymond, H_ bard, Henry, Houston, owe, W. T. Jackson, 
Metin; Nts Mek, Rober. eka 
Moore, Morehead, a SNotsen; Guin Outlaw, Pitman, 
Putnam, Reed, Risle ins, Rockwell, Root, Roge, 


Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Bhepperd, Silvester, 8 
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Sprague, Stanly, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Sirong 
‘Taylor, James ‘Phompson, Witiiam Thompson Thur man, 
Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wentworth, 
White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop—94. 

So the motion to reconsider was not laid upon 
the table. 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 

The question being taken, the House refused to 
adjourn. 

‘The question recurred on the motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BROOKS. Is not this another way of 
killing this joint resolution to-day as it was killed 
yesterday? E 

Mr. BAYLY. Itis for the House to decide 
whether it will proceed with the indispensable pub- 
lic business, or whether it will set it aside to take 
up this visionary project. 

The SPEAKER. All remarks are out of 
order. — 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays on the motion to go ino Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union; which 
were ordered. 

And the question was taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 72, nays 86; as follows : 

YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bingham, 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Witham J. Brown, 
Joseph Cable, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, 
Dunham, Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Sampsou W. Harris, 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hol iday, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, R. Ww. Johnson, Jones, 
Julian, Kauiman, Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, Mason, 
McClernand, McDouaid, McDowell, McLanahan, Kobeit M. 
McLane, McQueen, McWillie, Miilson, Olds, Orr, Peasice, 
Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Koss, Savage, Sawtelle, A. H. 
Stephens, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
James ‘Thompson, Toombs, Walden, Wallace, Weliborn, 
Wildrick, Wilmot, and Wood—72. 

NAYS— Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Ashe, Bocock, 
Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Joseph P. 
Cal iwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cieve- 
land, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmmick, 
Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, 
Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, Geutry, Goodenow, Gould, Halio- 
way, Hampton, Harlan, Haymoud, Hebard, Henry, Houston, 
Howe, William T. Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, John A. King, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, 
Moure, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Uutlaw, Pitinan, Put- 
nam, Keed, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Schermerhornu, 
Shepperd, Silvester, sprees Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, ‘Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Underuill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wat- 
kius, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wilson, Winthrop, and 
Wovudward—s6. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. THOMAS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House for the 
consideration of the private calendar; and on that 
motion he demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, made the point, 
that the motion of his colleague [Mr. Thomas} 
was not now in order. The mution to reconsider, 
which he (Mr. 8.) had made a short time since 
being a privileged motion, took precedence of this, 
and must be disposed of before the motion of his 
colleague could be put to the House. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair is of opinion that 
the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the special order takes 
precedence of any motion that may be made. 
‘ut that motion having been rejected, and this 
being private bill day, the motion of the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee [Mr, Tuomas] is in order, and 
will take precedence of the mouon of the gentle- 
man, [Mr. Sranton.]} 

Mr. STANTON. The point which I make in 
addition is, that the census bill being the special 
order overrides the regular order for private bills, 
and that the House, having refused to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on 
the special order, my motion, which is a privileged 
motion, is next tn order. 

The SPEAKER. It is very true that the 
special order overrides the reguiar order in case 
the House go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and the motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
has precedence; but if the House refuse to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 








| Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester, 
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the motion to go into Committee of the Whole 
House on the private calendar has precedence over 
the motion of the gentleman. 


The SPEAKER announced the question on Mr. 
Txomas’s motion. 


Mr. THOMAS demanded the yeas and nays. 
The question was taken on ordering the yeas 
and nays, and they were demanded by one-fifth 


oe members voting—the whole number being 


The SPEAKER stated that the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 


Mr. KAUFMAN. No quorum has voted, I 
believe. 


The SPEAKER. Nor is a quorum necessar 


The ee on going into Committee of be 
Whole House was then taken, and the vote re- 
sulted—yeas 60, nays 91; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
W'liam J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, Casey, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Ewing, Gerry, Hall, Ham- 
ilton, Hammond, Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Hibbard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Andrew 
Johuson, Robert W. Johnsou, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Mason, MeClernand, Mc Donald, MeDow- 
ell, McLanahan, McLane, McQueen, MeWillie, Millson, 
Morton, Olds, Peasiee, Phelps, Richardson, Robbins, Rose, 
Savage, Stetson, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, Toombs, Wal- 
lace, Wildrick, Wilmot, and Wood—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, Ba- 
ker, Bocock, Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Ches- 
ter Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Chandler, Clarke, 
C eveland, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, 


| Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander 
re 


Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, Giddings, Goodenow, Goult, 
Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Hebard, Henry, Hoagland, 
Houston, Howe, William T, Jackson, Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. 


| King, George G. King, Jonn A. King, Preston King, Matteson, 


McGaughey, Moore, Nelson, Otie, Outlaw, Pitman, Potter, 
Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Kose, Rumsey, 
Spaulding, Sprague, 
Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard i. Stanton, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Strong, Taylor, James Thompson, Wil- 
liam Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Uunderhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Walden, Watkins, Wentwoth, White, Williams, 
Wilson, Winthrop, and Woodward—91. 
So the House refused to resolve itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole House on the private calendar, 


FRANKLIN EXPEDITION. 


The SPEAKER announced that the question 
now recurred upon the motion of Mr. Sranron, 
to reconsider the vote by which the House had 
refused to lay the resolution relative to the Frank- 
lin expedition on the table; on which motion the 
yeas and nays had been ordered. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired if the 
effect of this motion would not be to lay the reso- 
lution on the table? 

The SPEAKER replied, that he had already 
stated, if the House refused to reconsider, the res- 
olution would lie on the table. If the House did 
reconsider, the question would then recur upon the 
motion to My oy the table 

Mr. JONES (interposing) addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER, (continuing.) But the proper 
time to decide the point of order would be after 
the question is taken on the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. McLANE suggested that the House might 
have been voting upon the opinion of the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has merely stated 
his opinion, but it is not binding upon the House, 
or upon the Chair, if the Chair, upon further ex- 
amination, shall have reason to decide otherwise 
when the point of order comes up, the proper time 
for which will be when the motion to reconsider 
shall have been disposed of. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 86, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Baker, Bocock, 
Booth, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burrowes, Chester 
Butler, Joseph P. Caidwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, 
Alexander Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Preediey, Goodenuw, 
Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Howe, William T’. Jackson, Kerr, Daniel 
P. King, George G. King, Join A. King, La Sére, Matteson, 
McGaughey, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Pitman, 
Potter, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rore, Kum 
sey, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silvester Tales, Sprague, 
Stanley, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, 
Taylor, James ‘Thompson, Tharman, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Walden, Watkins, Wentworth, White, Williams, 
Wilson, and Winthrop—e6. 

NAYS—Mese«rs, Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, W. 
J. Brown, Joseph Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, Danic!, Dunham, 
Ewing, Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harri , Hibbard, 
Holliday, Howard, Inge, Audrew Johnson, Julian, Kauf- 
man, Preston King, Littletield, Mason, McClernand, Mc- 
Donald, McDowell, McLanaban, R. M. McLane, Mc Queen, 
MeWillie, Millon, Orr, Peasice, Peek, Pbelgs, Robbing, 
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Rese, Savage, Sawtelle, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob {| 
Weliborn, | 


Thompem, Witiaa  Thonpson, 


Wailace, 
Wildiick, and Woud—§2. 


So the House agreed to reconsider the vote by | 
whieh they bad refused to lay the joint resolution | 


on the table. 


reaniution on the tabie. 


Mr. JONES rose, he said, to a question of or- 


der. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- | 


nessee will state his point of order. 


order. He said, on yesterday the chairman of 


the Committee on Naval Affairs [Mr. Stanton] | 


reported this joint resolution. A motion was 


made to lay that resolution on the table; that |! 
motion failed; my colleague [Mr. Savace] then | 
obtained the floor and offered an amendment, and | 
was about to proceed to discuss the merits of that || 
resolution and amendment when he was deprived | 
of the floor by a privileged question, the motion | 


to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, for the consideration of the special | 
order of the day; the Speaker stating at that ume | 


that he would be entiled to the floor when that 


resolution should again come before the House. | 
By the adoption of the motion to go into Commit | 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, the | 


pending question being on the engrossment of the 


joint resolution, passed from before the House and | 
took its place on the Speaker’s table, to be taken | 
up in ita order when the House should proceed to | 
To-day a | 


the business on the Speaker’s table. 
motion was made to reconsider the vote by which 
the House refused to lay this resolution on the 
tuble; the Speaker, as | understand, decided that the 
reconsideration of that vote brought this resolution 
from its place on the Speaker’s table again before 
the House. From that decision of the Speaker | 
apperl; 


incerrect. 

The SPEAKER. 
the appeal is not debatable. It partakes of the 
character of the original motion to lay on the table, 
and that ia not debatable. 

Mr. JONES. Then what will become of the 


question of the right of my colleague (Mr. Savage) |, 


to the flocr? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 
question at the proper time. The only question 


now is, whether the effect of the motion to recon- | 


sider is to bring the bill before the House. The 
Chair decided that the motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the House refused to lay the joint 
resolution on the table would bring the bill before 
the House; and that the motion now recurs upon 


yesterday resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, went, in the 
opinion of the Chair, to the Speaker’s table. 


tien, 
House preceding the time when the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Savace] obtained the floor. 


Mr. JONES interposed, and said he had under- | 
stood the Speaker to decide that the appeal was | 


not debatable. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has the right to 


state his decision to the House, and the grounds 


of that decision. 


The Chair (the Speaker continued) was stating | 
to the House that the motion was to reconsider | 


the action of the House at a stage of the question 
preceding the time when the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr, Savace] made his motion to amend, 


and when the jomt resoluuion passed from the con- | 


sideration of the House. The decision of the 
Chair is, that the motion to reconsider being de- 


cided affirmatively, the question immediately recurs | 
upon the motion which was reconsidered. The | 


Chair has not had an opportunity to examine all 


the precedents; but as far as he has been able to | 


look mto them, during the pendency of this ques- 
tion, (having been notified that an appeal would 
be tuken,) he finds that in every instance where a 
motion to reconsider bas been passed in the affirm- 
ative, the question immediately recurred upon the 
question reconsidered. 


| McQueen, MeWiltie, 


| law, Pitman, 


and if it is not—lke a great many other | 
qiestions not debatable—Il wish to state some | 
few reasons why | think the Speaker’s decision | 


In the opinion of the Chair, || 


‘| a litthe on the other side of this Chamber. 


The | 
motion to reconsider, however, is a privileged mo- || 
It proposes to reconsider the action of the 
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The question is, ‘*Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House?”’ 

The question was wken, and decided in the 
affirmative, without a division. 

So the decision of the Speaker was sustained, 


|, and the question upon the motion to lay on the 
The SPEAKER announced that the question : : z 


recurred upon the original motion to lay the joint 


table was decided to be in order at this time. 
The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
this motion, 


Mr. McMULLEN demanded the yeas and 


| mays, 


Mr. JONES stated that the yeas and nays were 


en || ordered yesterday, and inquired if the vote to re- 
Mr. JONES proceeded to state his point of || a y . 


consider did not bring the question back before 
the House in the same state as it was—with the 
eas and nays ordered ? 

The SPEAKER said that, in his opinion, the 
order for the yeas and nays had been exhausted, 
and it would be necessary for the House to order 
them again, if they were taken. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, were—yeas 53, nays 91; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bayly, Beale, 
Bingham. Bowlin, Boyd, A. G. Brown, W. J. Brown, J. 
Cable, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dunham, Ewing, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haral- 
son, Isham G_ fiarris, Sampson W. Harris, Taomss L. 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagtind, Holliday, Howard, Jones, Kauf- 
man, Preston King, Littlefield, McLanahan, McMullen, 
Mitison, Phetps, Richardson, Ross, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Stetson, Swertser, Jacub Thompson, 


| Witham Tiompson, Wallace, Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, 


and Woodward— 3 


Y AYS— Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Baker, Ben- 


nett, Boeock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Briggs, Brooks, Bur- 
rows, ©, Buuer, J. ?. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Corwin, 
D-berrs, Dickey, Dunmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
Durkee, A. Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, 
Gould, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, Havinond, Hebard, 
Henry, Houston, Howe, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, J. A. King, La Sére, Le filer, Matteson. McCierneond, 
Robert M. McLane, Muore, Morton, Nelson, Orr, Otis, Out- 
Potter, Patnamw, Reed, Risley, Robbins, 
Rockwell, Root, Rose, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, School- 
cralt, Shepperd, Silve-ter, Spalding, Sprague, Stanly, Fred- 
erick P, Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, 
Thorman, Tuck, Undertill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
Watkins, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wilson, and Win- 
throp—¥91, 


So the House refused to lay the joint resolution 
on the table. 


Mr. SAVAGE (who was entitled to the floor) 


'said that he had a few words to say upon this 


question. The subject was one which seemed to 
have excited some interest in the country, and not 
He, 
for one, had formed an opinion as to the course 
which, in his judgment, it was proper for him to 


| pursue in relation to this and all other questions 


of the kind. He had yesterday sent up an 


|| amendment, which was read at the Clerk’s table. 


He had experienced some difficulty in convincing 


, his friends that he was serious tn his effort to unite 


| another subject of investigation, which he thought 
the motion to lay the joint resolution on the table. || 


‘The facts were correctly stated by the gentleman | 
from Tennessee: this resolution, when the House | 


equally important, with the one contemplated by 
this joint resolution. The few remarks which he 
now proposed to make would have reference to the 
character of the two objects for which it was pro- 
posed to make provision. In the end, he thought 
it would be found that those two objects were the 
same, although 

Mr. WINTHROP (interposing, addressing the 
Chair) said he desired that the point of order 
which he had yesterday raised on the amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Savace} 
should be decided. And Mr. W. inquired whether 
that amendment had been received by the Chair? 

The SPEAKER said that the amendment had 
neither been received by the Chair, nor been con- 
sidered by the Chair as having been offered. 

Mr. SAVAGE continued his remarks. Here 
are two expeditions, he said. The one enlisting 





_the sympathy of the other side of the House 


is an expedition put on foot by the English Gov- 
ernment for the alleged purpose of making import- 
ant discoveries in the northern part of this conti- 
nent; but, in reality, only to make a little material 


| for royal flattery and newspaper glory. 


No man can believe that the English Govern- 
ment did, in fact, expect to make any valuable 


, discoveries in a part of the globe which has been 


so often explored by the best navigators that the 
world has produced. I presume they only hoped 
to find a few gristy bears, the presentation of 
whose skins, with a recital of their capture, might 
for a time amuse the English public. And to all 
this | make no objection. I consider this ostenta- 
tious hunting after good known not to exist, as a 
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———. 
project worthy of the English Governmen: and 
those who are proclaiming its praise; nor do of 
tend to say a word to wound the sensibjili, x 
that Government or of its friends here or aw 
where. I admire it for some parts of its Sa 
England protects her subjects in every lard: me 
weil I remember her noble bearing in the days” 
Tyler, when, regardless of war, she wrested’ . 
our trembling Government the notorious Maas 
She needs none of our assistance to hunt of 
tect her subjects. [I should be proud to aoe 
that Americans are protected abroad as English. 
men are. et 

Mr. RUMSEY rose and (Mr. Savace Yieldin 
_the floor) said he had understood the gentiemas 
_ from Tenessee (Mr. Savace] to say that McLeod 
| had been given up on the demand of the British 

Government. The fact was not 80. McLeod was 
tried in the State of New York for murder, ang 
upon the finding of the jury, was acquitted, F 

Mr. SAVAGE said, he had not alluded to the 
trial as in connection with the jury. If an acquit. 
tal had been produced, it was well known that 
our Government had aided in effecting jt. 

Mr. RUMSEY was understood to say that 
such interfering might answer in the Siate of 
| Tennessee; it would not in New York. 

And, in the course of the same remarks— 

Mr. MATTESON rose to make an inquiry, 

Mr. SAVAGE yielded the floor. 

Mr. MATTESON inquired whether the gen. 
tleman from Tennessee had ary knowledge upon 
| the suibject of the trial of McLeod ? 

Mr. SAVAGE said, he possessed such genera| 
information in regard to it as had been given ig 
| the public prints. 

Mr. MATTESON. A fairer trial never took 
place in this or any other country. The judge 
told the jury that they had nothing to do with the 
consequences of their verdict; that if, upon the 
testimony before them, they should believe that 
McLeod was guilty, they were to do their duty, 
and convict him, if by so doing the country 
should be wrapped in flames. That judge is above 
reproach from any quarter—as bold, as honest, 
and as enlightened a man as ever administered 
justice. And the gentleman from Tennessee is 
unwarranted in saying that this individual had 
been wrested from the power of the judicial tribu- 
nals of the State. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I am somewhat acquainted 
with courts of justice, and the judge’s charge, as 
explained by the gentleman, is one of the best 
speeches I have ever heard for adefendant. This 
was in substance to say, convict this man, and 
you wrap this country in flames, 

Mr. MATTESON. I said no such thing. 

Mr. SAVAGE. The gentleman, as | under- 
stood, said that the judge charged the jury that 
they were to act right, even if by finding the pris- 
oner guilty they should wrap the country in 
flames. 

Mr. MATTESON. They were to do their 
duty. 

Mr. SAVAGE. That does not alter the case. 
| The gentleman has told too much. I do not wish 

to go before a jury with a better argument than 
that which he says was used by the judge in that 
trial. It is the very argument which | would 
have used had I been defending that individual. 
But, Mr. Speaker, whence comes this new zeal? 
| l remember when our citizens, trading to the Re- 
public of Mexico, had been robbed of more than 
$5,000,000, and when many of our gallant men 
wore chains in Mexican dungeons, that a voice 
then came up, asking for an expedition to redress 
their wrongs and avenge their injuries; and an 
| answer from a certain party then came with it: 
| ** 1? they want protection let them stay at home. 
Your own vessels are often wrecked, and every 
whaler you have might perish, and no man would 
say, “ Go search for them.” But these are 
merely Americans, not sprigs of English nobility, 
in the fourth or fifth degree, with a Sir to their 
names; however | believe we are all Sirs here. 

But there are other sympathies beside these 
that have a place in my heart. Itis a known fact, 
that in the ocean near our southern border, there 
was a land than which none more brilliant was 
seen beneath the sun, but whose glory had been 
obscured for many years by an abuse of kingly 
power. No princely squadron was fiued out 1 











search for that land, thus lost to the world in the 
odious shadow of despotic power. A band 
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